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Church family news - keeping it together!
9th January 2022 - 1st Sunday after Epiphany

A Reflection from Faith@Home
Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer: Mighty
God, you proclaimed Jesus your beloved Son at his baptism.
Guide us to turn toward the way of love and share Jesus' love
with everyone we meet. Amen.
Reflect on the Way of Love together: This week's practice
on the Way of Love is TURN . Through our baptism, we are
reminded that we are beloved followers of Jesus. How might
you remember to turn toward Jesus' love in the coming year?
Read: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Reflect: I don't know about you, but I adore baptisms. Part of
it is because it's usually babies being baptised in our
churches, and babies are so full of promise, living
representations of our hopes for the future. But the warm,
fuzzy feelings baptisms give don't tell the whole story.
Baptism is a revolutionary act of rebellion where the devil is
cast away, we die along with Christ, and are raised with him
to new life.
Ritual washing as initiation to a religious community
would've been familiar to John and his followers. But what
was extraordinary was John's declaration that Jesus had the
power to do this supernatural work and that he passes the
benefits of that work on to us. It saddens me that, so often,
we reduce John's line about the wheat and the chaff to
"good people get rewarded and bad people go to hell."
Because what's going on here is so much more astounding.
This is a proclamation of radical grace- the one who can
conquer the forces of sin and death, who separates the
power of sin from us as far as the wheat is from the burnt
and discarded chaff- he is on his way, so we needn't be
afraid.
Respond: Baptism is a revolutionary act, but many of us were
baptised long before we can remember, and it's common to
feel a bit disconnected from what happened. This week, take
a look at the baptism rite in a Book of Common Prayer or
online. Read the promises and look for ways throughout your
day to remember your baptism. Make washing your face a
sacramental act. Stop at the water fountain at work or school
and mark the sign of the cross on your forehead. What other
ways can you think of to incorporate rememberance of
baptism into your daily life?

Services this week:
9th January
10:30am Eucharist Service at
The Good Shepherd
10:30am Morning Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook

Services for January:
16th January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist
Service at The Good Shepherd
23rd January
10:30am Eucharist Service at
The Good Shepherd
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Evening Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook
30th January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist
Service at The Good Shepherd

Birthdays this week:
Happy Birthday to Hazel and Ivy
and anyone who has a birthday
this week.
Many happy returns for today
and in the year to come!

Prayers and Readings for 1st Sunday after Epiphany
Collect:
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: may we recognise him as our Lord and
know ourselves to be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Isaiah 43:1-7
1 But now thus says the Lord, he who created
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4 Because you are precious in my sight, and
honored, and I love you, I give people in return
for you, nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your
offspring from the east, and from the west I will
gather you;
6 I will say to the north, "Give them up," and to
the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons from
far away and my daughters from the end of the
earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I
created for my glory, whom I formed and made."
Acts 8:14-17
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had accepted the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them.
15 The two went down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit
16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any
of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus).
17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
15 As the people were filled with expectation,
and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah,
16 John answered all of them by saying, "I
baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heaven was opened,
22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased."

Prayer for the week
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of
Jesus revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant
to us, who are born again by water and
the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our
calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.

Please pray for:
Our local community and ourselves as we make decisions on what to prioritise to keep our wider
community as safe as we can.
All NHS staff and frontline workers.
All those people working so hard in the vaccination centres both locally and regionally.
Our Schools especially as they cope with staff shortages due to coronavirus cases and students
catching up on missed work.
All local small business owners.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
Margret Price who is recovering well from a stroke
The family and friends of those whose anniversary of death falls around this time.
Margaret Price who is recovering well from a stroke.
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