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Church family news - keeping it together!
23rd January 2022 - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Our local community.

All NHS staff and frontline workers.

All those people working so hard in the vaccination

centres both locally and regionally.

Our Schools.

All local small business owners.

Those who are unwell especially those known

personally to us.

Margret Price who is recovering well from a stroke

The family and friends of Iris Dowler who has recently

passed away & those whose anniversary of death falls

around this time.

Please pray for:

This event at the beginning of Jesus ministry reminds us that he met indifference and antagonism as
we do. It is very difficult to try to start a conversation about spiritual and Christian things.

This is not new, Rev G A Studdert Kennedy an Army Chaplain in WW1 wrote this Poem in 1916
comparing Jesus reception in the 1st Century today I quote verse 2,

‘When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed Him by
They never hurt a hair of him they only let him die,

For we had become more tender and they would not give him pain,

The only just passed down the street and left him in the rain.'

Jesus having been Baptised, hearing his Father’s words of affirmation, and spending time in the
wilderness being tested by Satan now is ready to begin his ministry.

He returns to Galilee and visits the communities preaching and teaching ending up at Nazareth. Here
it being the Sabbath he is invited to preach.

His sermon contains and amazing claim, quoting Isaiah, ‘the Spirit of the Lord is upon me’. He was
claiming to be the Messiah! Did they rise to their feet clapping and cheering? They admired his
preaching but not what he said, that was too costly.

In fact, vs 28ff they tried to kill him!

He returned to Capernaum where he was received more positively and from where his disciples were
chosen and who saw him and the messiah!

This challenges us. Do we let indifference or antagonism keep quiet or do are like his disciples ready
to receive his Spirit and speak and act for Jesus.

Every blessing, Robert

A Reflection from Robert

Birthdays this week:
Happy Birthday to Denise, Alan, Lesley and anyone who has a birthday this week.

Many happy returns for today and in the year to come!

Prayer for the week
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs

and miracles the wonder of your saving

presence: renew your people with your

heavenly grace, and in all our weakness

sustain us by your mighty power; through

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

10:30am Service of

the Word at The

Good Shepherd

10:30am Eucharist

Service at All Saints'

Newland

4pm Traditional
Sung Evensong at

All Saints' Staunton

4pm Informal

Eucharist at St

Saviour's Redbrook

10:30am
Benefice

Eucharist Service

at The Good

Shepherd

30th January23rd January
10:30am
Benefice

Eucharist Service

at The Good

Shepherd

6th February



Collect:
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, release to the captives, and freedom to the
oppressed: anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

1 Corinthians 12:12-31
 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many,

are one body, so it is with Christ.  13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of

one member but of many. 15 If the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the

body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, "Because I am not

an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole

body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense

of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all
were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21
The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of

you." 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and
those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less

respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do

not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that
there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another.

26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the

church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of

assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all

teachers? Do all work miracles?  30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all

interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
 1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to

bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra

brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding.

This was on the first day of the seventh month.  3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate

from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could

understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 

 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and

when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the

people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the

Lord with their faces to the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with

interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who

was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the

people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they

heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and

send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not

be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength."

Luke 4:14-21
 14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread

through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by

everyone. 16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on

the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given

to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon

me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to

the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the

Lord's favor." 20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in

the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been

fulfilled in your hearing." 
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