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Church family news - keeping it together!
16th January 2022 - 2nd Sunday after Epiphany

As I write this, I'm trying to tie up a few loose ends and catch
up with a couple of outstanding things before I take a little
bit of time off. I am still very much feeling the effects of
Covid, with muscle aches and fatigue, and really feeling the
need to rest for now so that I can be much better very soon!
(Please look elsewhere on this Pewsheet for information on
parish contact details during the next couple of weeks).
In this mini season of Epiphany, we hear different stories
about how Jesus's divinity is revealed. And this week we have
the Gospel reading of the wedding at Cana, and turning
water into wine. It's a wonderful look at God's abundance
and God's excellence! The account is in the gospel of John, of
course the same gospel that talks of Jesus coming to bring
life, and bring life in all its fullness, phrased in some
translations as abundant life.
God's lavishness towards us is something we should always
remember, and regularly offer up our thanks for. 
However, what has really struck me about our readings and
prayers for this week, in my current circumstances, has been
the words of the collect, which places that abundance in
contrast to our human condition. A condition that is true in
itself in a permanent sense, but also sometimes feels more
real and tangible for us in those times of struggle.

Almighty God,
In Christ you make all things new;

Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your
grace,

And in the renewal of our lives
Make known your heavenly glory.

I pray this prayer for myself, for you, and for us collectively, as
we seek God's renewal and revitalising as we face and New
Year, new challenges and new opportunities. God bless you
for 2022. 

A Reflection from Sarah Services this week:

Services for January:
23rd January

10:30am Service of the Word at

The Good Shepherd

10:30am Eucharist Service at All

Saints' Newland

4pm Evening Prayer at All

Saints' Staunton

4pm Informal Eucharist at St

Saviour's Redbrook

16th January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist

Service at The Good Shepherd

30th January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist

Service at The Good Shepherd

Birthdays this week:
Happy Birthday to Wendy and

anyone who has a birthday this

week.

Many happy returns for today

and in the year to come!

6th February
10:30am Benefice Eucharist

Service at The Good Shepherd

Services for February:

13th February
10:30am Service of the Word at

The Good Shepherd

10:30am Eucharist Service at All

Saints' Newland

4pm Evening Prayer at All

Saints' Staunton

4pm Informal Eucharist at St

Saviour's RedbrookPrayer for the week
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform

the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in

the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for ever.



Our local community.

All NHS staff and frontline workers.

All those people working so hard in the

vaccination centres both locally and regionally.

Our Schools.

All local small business owners.

Those who are unwell especially those known

personally to us.

Margret Price who is recovering well from a

stroke

The family and friends of Gerald Powles who

has recently passed away & those whose

anniversary of death falls around this time.

Please pray for:

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
  1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and

sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 

 2 You know that when you were pagans, you

were enticed and led astray to idols that could

not speak. 
 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no

one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let

Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is

Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 

 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same

Spirit; 

 5 and there are varieties of services, but the

same Lord; 

 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the

same God who activates all of them in everyone. 

 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit

for the common good. 

 8 To one is given through the Spirit the

utterance of wisdom, and to another the

utterance of knowledge according to the same

Spirit, 

 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
 10 to another the working of miracles, to another

prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits,

to another various kinds of tongues, to another

the interpretation of tongues. 

 11 All these are activated by one and the same

Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as

the Spirit chooses.

Isaiah 62:1-5
 1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for

Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her

vindication shines out like the dawn, and her

salvation like a burning torch. 

 2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all

the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a

new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 

 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of

the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your

God. 

 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and

your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but

you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your

land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and

your land shall be married. 

 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so

shall your builder marry you, and as the

bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your

God rejoice over you.

John 2:1-11
 1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana

of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 

 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to

the wedding. 

 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus

said to him, "They have no wine." 

 4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is

that to you and to me? My hour has not yet

come." 

 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever

he tells you." 

 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars

for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding

twenty or thirty gallons. 

 7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water."

And they filled them up to the brim. 
 8 He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take

it to the chief steward." So they took it. 

 9 When the steward tasted the water that had

become wine, and did not know where it came

from (though the servants who had drawn the

water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 

 10 and said to him, "Everyone serves the good

wine first, and then the inferior wine after the

guests have become drunk. But you have kept the

good wine until now." 

 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples

believed in him.

Prayers and Readings for 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Collect:
Eternal  Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with the whole creation to your glory, hidden
through past ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Get in touch:
office.mid-wyedean@gmail.com            www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk

PASTORAL TEAM
Looking to do something different this new year? we're

looking for some people to join our Pastoral Team!
This will likely involve doing home visits and possibly

giving at-home communion. If you're interested or would
like to know more please contact
Jane Kidger on 07840 283847
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