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Church family news - keeping it together!
Saturday 25th December 2021 - Christmas

Christmas Blessings

While writing this we are still in a time of uncertainty regarding
Christmas arrangements. Will the government place further
restrictions on us before Christmas, what should we do about our
Christmas services. By the time you receive this, either what the
government has said, or what we have decided is our response in
this parish should be more clear.
But whatever the situation, Christmas will come, Christ will come. I
do hope and pray that we all can have a time of celebration in
worship, and with our families, even if reduced from what we
would normally do. But wherever we are, whomever we are with,
we can still worship the newborn king in our hearts, and seek the
comfort of the Comforter and the Peace of the Prince of Peace.
And even in a bleak mid-winter, poor as we are, we can still give
our hearts, as we receive God’s heart of love for us. Wishing you all
a joyful, happy and healthy Christmas and with prayers for a better
2022, for us and for all the world.
Rev Sarah Bick

Prayer for the week
Almighty god, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take
our nature upon him and as at this time to be born of a pure
virgin: grant that we, who have been born again and made your
children by adoption and face, may daily be renewed by your Holy
Spirit; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Birthdays this week:
Happy Birthday to anyone who has a birthday this week.
Many happy returns for today and in the year to come!

This week please particularly pray for:
Our Schools - both staff and children for rest over the Christmas
holidays.
Local small business owners - as they balance covid-safety and
customers who may be more impatient than usual at this time
of year.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
The family and friends of those whose anniversary of death falls
around this time and those who are missing someone at the
moment.
Margaret Price who is recovering well from a stroke.

Services this week:
23rd December
3pm Crib Service at The Good
Shepherd Broadwell
24th December
5pm Crib & Communion Service at
St Saviour's Redbrook
11:30pm Midnight Communion at
All Saint's Newland
11:30pm Midnight Communion at
The Good Shepherd Broadwell
25th December
9:30am Morning Communion (by
extension) at All Saints' Staunton
10:30am Morning Communion at
The Good Shepherd Broadwell
10:30am Morning Communion at
All Saints' Newland
26th December
No Services

Services for January 2022:
2nd January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist Service
at The Good Shepherd
9th January
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd
10:30am Morning Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook
16th January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist Service
at The Good Shepherd

Prayers and Readings for Christmas Day
Collect:
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our eternal God. Amen.
Isaiah 52: 7-10
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings
good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the
return of the Lord to Zion.
9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he
has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God.
John 1: 1-14
5 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being
4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into beingthrough him; yet the world did not know him.
11 He came to what was his own and his own people did not accept him.
12 But to all who received him, who believed n his name, he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory as of a father's only son,
full of grace and truth.

Luke 2: 1-14
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3 All went to their own towns to be registered.
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.
5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified.
10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people:
11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
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