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Church family news - keeping it together!
5th December 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Advent

A Reflection from Faith@Home

Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer: Holy God, you
send messengers to prepare the way for your coming. Open our
hearts to hear these voices, and give us the courage to turn toward
you during this Advent season.
Reflect on the Way of Love together: This week's practice on the
Way of Love is TURN . During the season of Advent, we hear a lot of
readings from prophets. What do you know about the prophets?
How do these prophets help us turn toward God and prepare for
the coming of Jesus?
Read: Luke 3:1-6
Reflect: This chapter in Luke starts off with what feels like another
lineage, but it does two different things. First, it helps to determine
the time in history when these events occur. Second, it shows
John's authority but also the difference between earthly and
heavenly kingdoms.
John has begun traveling and talking about a "baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins." (Luke 3:3) Then he talks
about the world being a path for peace for God. The mountains are
obstacles, egos, or systemic injustices. The low valleys are the way
the country treats marginalized communities. John is giving us the
instructions on how to create that path that turns us to God's
peace. Id the mountains are made low, the paths made straight,
the rough ways made smooth, then the flesh (humanity) will be
making the kingdom of Heaven on Earth.
Respond: Spend the next week thinking about ways to make life's
paths more accessible for others. Spent enough time thinking? Go
do it! Just like John was called, so are we. Work to prepare the
Lord's way. Make others' mountains low and crooked paths straight.
Remove obstacles, and make spaces more accessible for those that
are in your neighbourhood and beyond. Make exercises in
equalizing a spiritual practice in turning towards God. Join forces
with local communities and share honestly on your expriences in
turning towards God by creating the kingdom of heaven on Earth.

Prayer for the week
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your
power and come among us, and
with great might succour us; that
whereas, through our sins and
wickedness we are grievously
hindered in running the race that
is set before us, your bountiful
grace and mercy may speedily
help and deliver us; through Jesus
Christ your Son or Lord, to whom
with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honour and glory, now and for ever.

Birthdays this
week:
Happy Birthday to
Glynis, Audrey and
anyone who has a
birthday this week.
Many happy returns for
today and in the year to
come!

Services this week:
5th December
10:30am Benefice Eucharist at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell

Services for December:
12th December
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
10:30am Morning Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook
19th December
10am Carol Service, followed by a
short Communion Service, at St
Peter's Clearwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Staunton.
4pm Carol Service at The Good
Shepherd Broadwell
6pm Carols around the tree at All
Saints' Staunton
Christmas Services:
Click here, or look at the last page,
to see all of the events and services
we have happening this Christmas
season.

PASTORAL TEAM
Would you like to be part of a
pastoral team in the Parish? This
will likely involve doing home
visits and possibly giving athome communion. If you're
interested or would like to know
more please contact Jane Kidger
on 07840 283847

Prayers and Readings for 2nd Sunday of Advent

Collect:
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge
and saviour we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen.
Malachi 3: 1-4
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight - indeed, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts.
2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap;
3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, until they present
offereings to the Lord in righteousness.
4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and
as in former years.
Philippians 1: 3-11
3 I thank my God every time I remember you,
4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you,
5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now.
6 I am confident of this, that the one who began
a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
7 It is right for me to think this way about all of
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of
you share in God's grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defence and
confirmation of the gospel.
8 For GOd is my witness, how I long for all of you
with the compassion of Christ Jesus.
9 And this is my prayer; that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and
full insight
10 to help you determine what is best, so that on
the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless,
11 having produced the harvest of the
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ
for the glory and praise of God.

Luke 3: 1-6
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,
2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness.
3 He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins,
4 as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah, 'The voice of one crying out in
the wilderness:
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low, and the crooked
shall be made straight, and the rough ways
made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God." '

THURSDAY COMMUNION
For the next few weeks the Thursday Bible
study, Communion and soup lunch which
is normally held at the Baptist Church will
be at 6 Highstreet, Coleford.
11am Bible Study | 12 Communion & lunch

Services at Staunton
12th December @ 10:30am - Lee Barnes,
the new Warden of Readers will be joining
Denise to host Morning Prayers.
19th December @ 10:30am - Communion
Service
19th December @ 6pm - Carols around the
tree with mince pies and mulled wine

Please pray for:
Our local community and ourselves as we start to live a more 'back to normal' life without so many
restrictions.
All NHS staff and frontline workers.
All those people working so hard in the vaccination centres both locally and regionally.
Our Schools.
All local small business owners.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
The family and friends of James William who has recently passed away & those whose anniversary of
death falls around this time.
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