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Church family news - keeping it together!
19th December 2021 - 4th Sunday of Advent

A Reflection from Faith@Home

Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer: God of love,
we patiently wait for Jesus’ coming at Christmas. Guide and focus
our hearts to love and worship you as we celebrate the arrival of
Jesus. Amen.
Reflect on the Way of Love together: This week’s practice on the
Way of Love is WORSHIP . Luke 1:46-55 is a well-known passage of
Scripture also called the Magnificat . What do you know about the
Magnificat? How is Mary singing the Magnificat an act of worship?
How will you rejoice in worship on Christmas Eve, which we will
celebrate later this week?
Read: Luke 1:39-55
Reflect: This Scripture finally makes it feel like Christmas is almost
here! We’re hearing the story of Mary traveling to see Elizabeth and
Mary’s song. Elizabeth’s son, we now know as John the Baptist
moves when he hears Mary speak. What’s important to remember
is that Elizabeth was considered to be well past child bearing age
when she had John. Her being pregnant is incredible, add the layer
of Mary’s pregnancy at the same time; amazing.
Both prayer and worship magnify and praise the Lord. But what
differentiates prayer from worship is the people. The communal
aspect turns prayer into worship. Worship is about the people
around us. These women are worshipping God, giving thanks and
rejoicing for the gifts in life they have been given. Both of these
women are having babies, Elizabeth’s baby even jumps for joy
when he hears Mary’s voice. Isn’t that incredible? These women
recognize how amazing, truly amazing, this moment in time is.
Together they worship God and the promises that are being
fulfilled within them.
Respond: The pandemic has certainly changed the way we might
view worship. Is morning prayer over Zoom worship? What aspects
of Zoom church make it communal? What aspects don’t make it
communal? Take notes, what about communal worship do you
love? Worship doesn’t have to be just sitting in the pews on Sunday
mornings. In what ways can you worship outside of Sunday church?
Make a list and try them out!

Services this week:
19th December
10am Carol Service, followed by a
short Communion Service, at St
Peter's Clearwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Staunton.
4pm Carol Service at The Good
Shepherd Broadwell
6pm Carols around the tree at All
Saints' Staunton

Services for December:
26th December
No Services

Services for January 2022:
2nd January
10:30am Benefice Eucharist Service
at The Good Shepherd
9th January
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd
10:30am Morning Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook

Birthdays this week:
Prayer for the week
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be
the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as
our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes
again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Happy Birthday to Barbara
and anyone who has a
birthday this week.
Many happy returns for today
and in the year to come!

Prayers and Readings for 3rd Sunday of Advent
Collect:
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; bring us
through the birth pangs of this present age to see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Micah 5: 2-5a
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the
Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;
5 and he shall be the one of peace.
Hebrews 10: 5-10
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not
desired, but a body you have prepared for me;
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.
7 Then I said, "See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' (in the scroll of the book it is written of
me)."
8 When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law),
9 then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the
second.
10 And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.
Luke 1: 39-55
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit
42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb.
43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord."
46 And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

This week please particularly pray for:
Our Schools - both staff and children as they prepare for rest over the Christmas holidays.
Local small business owners - as they balance covid-safety and customers who may be more
impatient than usual at this time of year.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
The family and friends of Keith Powles who has recently passed away & those whose anniversary of
death falls around this time.
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