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Church family news - keeping it together!
12th December 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Advent

A Reflection from Robert

At the heart of the Advent is hope. Mot just a vague wish, I hope it
will be sunny today or that I weill win the lottery. It is something
definite. Something we need to prepare for, that changes
behaviour. As we get ready for Christmas we change our behaviour,
prepare for the festival, buying presents cooking special food,
meeting with family and friends.
Today we focus on John the Baptist, the last of the OT prophets
who came to bring hope, that God is at work. Something we can
have confidence is, Zephaniah tells us to sing and rejoice even
before the hope is fulfilled, God swill restored their fortunes! As we
sing Christmas Carols, we are looking back to the beginning of that
hope fulfilled, the Birth of Jesus, and forward to its fulfilment,
Jesus' return.
John's words remind us that there is a place for all. He lays out how
each group should live in the light of this reality and it includes all
who were rejected by the religious in his day.
Who are we rejecting that God is inviting? What do we do about it?
Our rejoicing Paul reminds us in Philippians is that hope brings
peace, living in God's care and seeing Him at work, as we make our
requests known to God. In this troubled world it is His peace that
guards our heart.
I end with a story I read on the Tear Fund website about sharing
hope in rural Nepal.
45-year-old Maya is a survivor of human trafficking. She was
trafficked to a gulf country where she spent three years of her life
in misery. In the end, she returned home empty-handed and she
and her family were barely surviving on the daily wage the would
get in exchange for helping their neighbours.
a Christian neighbour decided to gift her two goats. As she
received the gift, tears rolled down her cheeks. She said that she
had always wanted to rear her own goats. She could not help
crying as she could see her dream coming true. Owning them
would not only mean income, but a sense of dignity and being part
of the community.
As we seek to see God's kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven,
it is important that we do our part. Who can we bring hope to?

Prayer for the week
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the
hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your
second coming to judge the world we may be found an
acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with
the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Services this week:
12th December
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
10:30am Morning Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook

Services for December:
19th December
10am Carol Service, followed by a
short Communion Service, at St
Peter's Clearwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Staunton.
4pm Carol Service at The Good
Shepherd Broadwell
6pm Carols around the tree at All
Saints' Staunton
Christmas Services:
Click here, or look at the last page,
to see all of the events and services
we have happening this Christmas
season.
26th December
No Services

Birthdays this week:
Happy Birthday to Gwen and
anyone who has a birthday
this week.
Many happy returns for today
and in the year to come!

Prayers and Readings for 3rd Sunday of Advent
Collect:
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us
courage to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Isaiah 12: 2-6
1 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength and
my might; he has become my salvation.
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
4 And you will say on that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds
among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.
5 Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth.
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

Philippians 4:4-7
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God.
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Luke 3: 7-18
7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 'You brood of vipers! who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come?
8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as our
ancestor"; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
9 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.'
10 And the crowds asked him, 'What then should we do?'
11 In reply he said to them, 'Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise.'
12 Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 'Teacher, what should we do?'
13 He said to them, 'Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.'
14 Soldiers also asked him, 'And we, what should we do?' He said to them, 'Do not extort money from
anyone by threats of False accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.'
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah,
16 John answered all of them by saying, 'I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than
I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.
17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.'
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

This week please particularly pray for:
Our Schools - both staff and children as they prepare for rest over the Christmas holidays.
Local small business owners - as they balance covid-safety and customers who may be more
impatient than usual at this time of year.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
The family and friends of Jackie Younger and Andy Darby who have recently passed away & those
whose anniversary of death falls around this time.
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