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Church family news - keeping it together!
28th November 2021 - 1st Sunday of Advent

28th November
10:30am Eucharist Service at The

Good Shepherd Broadwell

10:30am Eucharist Service at All

Saints' Newland

4pm Evening Prayer at All Saints'

Staunton

4pm Informal Worship & Baptism

at St Saviour's Redbrook

Prayer for the week
Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the

armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son

Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when

he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and

the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

for ever.

Birthdays this week:
Happy Birthday to anyone who has a birthday this week.

Many happy returns for today and in the year to come!

I thoroughly enjoyed the evenings we spent a while ago discussing
important, sometimes controversial, topics in what we called "Hot
Potato" evenings. With Covid still lurking now is probably not the
time to think of restarting such a discussion group but anything we
can do to broaden and deepen our fellowship would seem to me
to be well worth doing. One topic which we covered on more than
one occasion was human sexuality and we are now told that we
must give this due time in our PCC and Church life as the Church
struggles to hold together vastly differing opinions across a range
of diverse topics, most of which seem at least awkward and
sometimes downright embarrassing to Churchgoers and non-
Churchgoers alike. One thing which I believe we ought to focus
upon, though, is that Western European thinking over the ages has
caused a great many people a large amount of anguish in their
lives as they have to face unthinking assumptions and attitudes
quite often as a result of the teaching of the Christian Church. It
seems unthinkable to me that two thousand years after the life of
Christ we may still find ourselves doing precisely the same to new
generations of individuals trying to live their lives as they feel called
and sometimes driven. Of course, it will be much easier to ignore
the called for discussions but we have, in my opinion, a duty to
face, confront and where necessary change those institutional and
personal prejudices which get in the way of the Great
Commandment - "Love God, and love your neighbour as yourself".

A Reflection from Alan Services this week:

PASTORAL TEAM
Would you like to be part of a pastoral team in the Parish? This will
likely involve doing home visits and possibly giving at-home
communion. If you're interested or would like to know more please
contact Jane Kidger on 07840 283847

5th December
10:30am Benefice Eucharist at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell

Services for December:

12th December
10:30am Eucharist Service at The

Good Shepherd Broadwell

10:30am Eucharist Service at All

Saints' Newland

10:30am Morning Prayer at All

Saints' Staunton

4pm Informal Eucharist at St

Saviour's Redbrook

19th December
10am Carol Service, followed by a

short Communion Service, at St

Peter's Clearwell

10:30am Eucharist Service at All

Saints' Staunton.

4pm Carol Service at The Good

Shepherd Broadwell

6pm Carols around the tree at All

Saints' Staunton

 Christmas Services:
Click here to see all of the events

and services we have happening

this Christmas season.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b9xewENpXpsXmzHwQttV4Lws8NJsOo7v/view?usp=sharing


1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
9 How can we thank God enough for you in
return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you?

10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we
may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our
Lord Jesus direct our way to you.

12 And may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all. just as
we abound in love for you.

13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in
holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all his saints.

Our local community and ourselves as we start to live a more 'back to normal' life without so many

restrictions.

All NHS staff and frontline workers.

All those people working so hard in the vaccination centres both locally and regionally.

Our Schools.

All local small business owners.

Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.

The family and friends of those whose anniversary of death falls around this time.

Please pray for:

THURSDAY COMMUNION
For the next few weeks the Thursday Bible

study, Communion and soup lunch which

is normally held at the Baptist Church will

be at 6 Highstreet, Coleford.

11am Bible Study | 12 Communion & lunch

 Services at Staunton
12th December @ 10:30am - Lee Barnes,

the new Warden of Readers will be joining

Denise to host Morning Prayers.

19th December @ 10:30am - Communion

Service

19th December @ 6pm - Carols around the

tree with mince pies and mulled wine

Jeremiah 33: 14-16
 14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when I will fulfil the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah.

15 In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land.

16 in those days Judah will be saved and
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name
by which it will be called: 'The Lord is our
righteousness'.

Luke 21: 25-36
 25 'There will be signs in the sun, the moon and
the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves.

26 People will faint from ear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers
of the heavens will be shaken.

27 Then they will see "the Son of Man coming in
a cloud" with power and great glory.

28 Now when these things take place, stand up
and raise your heads because your redemption is
drawing near.'
29 Then he told them a parable: 'Look at the fig
tree and all the trees;

30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already
near.
31 So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near.
32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place.

33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

34 'Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day does not catch you unexpectedly,

35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live
on the face of the whole earth.

36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may
have the strength to escape all these things that
will take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.'

Prayers and Readings for 1st Sunday of Advent
Collect:
Almighty  God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that
we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.


