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Church family news - keeping it together!
21st November 2021 - Sunday before Advent

A Reflection from Bea
Stir up Sunday - Christ the King.
The readings from Daniel and Revelation this week are majestic in
their beautiful descriptive prose and stirring too.
Stirring our imaginations as we picture the cosmic scene in Daniel
of the 'Ancient one' with hair of pure wool and the throne of fiery
flames with wheels of burning fire. It is quite an image, isn't it? You
can just imagine how a film director might portray it in some
blockbuster film. Then into the midst of all this awesomeness
comes a human figure, brought in with the clouds. Presented
before the 'Ancient One' all the flame and fieriness immediately
dissipates, and we are told that all will serve this human, that his
kingship is one and will never be destroyed.
Revelation then picks up the story for us and we begin to
understand how this human figure was to exercise dominion by
loving us and dying for us, to free us from sin.
Thereby giving us the freedom to be stirred up and part of God's
Kingdom.
In St John's gospel, Pilate is both irritated and stirred up by the
squabbling crowds and Chief Priests, he has great power like the
ancient one and wants to rid himself of the problem in front of
him, trying to explain his kingship, no doubt stirring Pilate further
as he felt his powerbase ever more threatened.
So perhaps we might reflect on what will stir our heart this week; is
it the blockbuster fantasy epic which flames our imaginations, or
does the simple human figure standing in front of us, stir our hearts
rather more?

Prayer for the week

Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he
might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the
unity of the Spirit and bring the whole created order to worship at
his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Birthdays this week:

Happy Birthday to anyone who has a birthday this week.
Many happy returns for today and in the year to come!

PASTORAL TEAM
Would you like to be part of a pastoral team in the Parish? This will
likely involve doing home visits and possibly giving at-home
communion. If you're interested or would like to know more please
contact Jane Kidger on 07840 283847

Services this week:

21st November
10:30am Benefice Eucharist at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell

Services for November:

28th November
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Evening Prayer at All Saints'
Staunton
4pm Informal Worship & Baptism
at St Saviour's Redbrook

Services for December:

5th December
10:30am Benefice Eucharist at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
12th December
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
10:30am Morning Prayer at All
Saints' Staunton
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook
19th December
10am Carol Service, followed by a
short Communion Service, at St
Peter's Clearwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Staunton.
4pm Carol Service at The Good
Shepherd Broadwell
Christmas Services:
Click here to see all of the events
and services we have happening
this Christmas season.

Prayers and Readings for Sunday before Advent

Collect:
God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow in his service, whose kingdom
has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory. Amen.
Daniel 7:9-10; 13; 14
9 As I watched, thrones were set in place, and
an Ancient One took his throne; his clothing was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure
wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels
were burning fire.
10 A stream of fire issued and flowed out from
his presence. A thousand thousand served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood
attending him. The court sat in judgement, and
the books were opened.
13 As I watched in the night visions, I saw one
like a human being coming with the clouds of
heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and
was presented before him.
14 To him was given dominion and glory and
kingship, that all peoples, nations and languages
should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that shall not pass away, and his
kingship is one that shall neverbe destroyed.

Revelation 1:4b-8
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne,
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
first born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings
of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us
from our sins by his blood,
6 and made us to be a Kingdom , priests serving
his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye
will see him, even those who pierced him; and
on his account all the tribes of the earth will
wail. So it is to be. Amen.
'I am the Alpha ad the Omega', says the Lord
God, who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

John 18: 33-37
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again,
summoned Jesus, and asked him, 'Are you the
King of the Jews?'
34 Jesus answered, 'Do you ask this on your own,
or did others tell you about me?'
35 Pilate replied, 'I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests have handed you
over to me. What have you done?'
36 Jesus answered, 'My kingdom is not from this
world. If my kingdom were from this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from
being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.'
37 Pilate asked him, 'So you are a king?' Jesus
answered, 'You say that I am a king. For this I
was born, and for this I came into the world, to
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice.'

Advent Book Club:
Following our Lent book club this year,
could you let me know if you would like to
do the same for Advent? I was thinking of
‘At Home in Advent’ a domestic journey
from Advent to Epiphany, by Gordon Giles,
which is his companion book to the Lent
one we explored. I’m happy to host this
here at Bells Old Grammar School, on
Tuesday or Wednesday evenings, from 7 –
to 8pm. Please let me know if this piques
your curiosity for Advent and if so which
day you would prefer and we’ll make a
plan! Look forward to hearing from you.
Blessings,
Bea.
erskinebea@gmail.com

Please pray for:
Our local community and ourselves as we start to live a more 'back to normal' life without so many
restrictions.
All NHS staff and frontline workers.
All those people working so hard in the vaccination centres both locally and regionally.
Our Schools.
All local small business owners.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
The family and friends of those whose anniversary of death falls around this time.

