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Church family news - keeping it together!
14th November 2021 - Remembrance Sunday

A Reflection from Robert
Mark 13:1-8 Buildings, Beware, Birth Pangs
Jesus says three things that both challenge and encourage us as
we celebrate this Remembrance Sunday.
Human buildings and institutions do not last,
He warns us to beware those who want to entrap us through false
promises.. He reminds us that wars though evil and horrible,
destructive and evil can be the Birth Pangs of the new creation.
How many of you have Lego of Duplo or who have children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren with them?
With Lego one can make wonderful creations, buildings, animals
even machines. Yet what happens when they have been made? the
model is usually broken up. Often this is deliberate, sometimes it is
not!!!
The Temple in Jerusalem had already taken 46 years to build and
would hardly be completed before it was destroyed. The disciples
were overwhelmed by Herod’s vanity project, Jesus saw it for what
it was a sham. Impressive buildings can be destroyed by war,
displaced by something else, a change of taste, or just decay. What
we build does not last so don’t trust it.
Jesus warns us to beware of those who make false promises,
preach new philosophies who invite us to trust them as they have
the answers to your problems, like the snake in Jungle Book, trust
in me’!
The World is full of failed messiahs whose words and action cause
the conflicts that lead to division, hurt, suffering and death,
Naziism, Communism, Islamic State or Materialism. Yet Jesus
reminds us what they destroy is so often replaced by the new
creation though the witness of those who follow Jesus/.
Our next door neighbour due to have her 1st child, it will be very
painful but produces new life.
Jesus reminds us to seek first the Kingdom and God and his
righteousness and the things we need will be given to us.
So as we remember with thanks those who gave their lives or part
of their lives in the conflicts of the last and this the last Centuries
let us listen to Jesus, receive his peace afresh in our lives so fixing
our eye on Jesus seek his Kingdom.
Amen.

Prayer for the week

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was
revealed to destroy the works of the devil and to
make us the children of God andd heirs of
eternal life grant that we, having this hope, may
purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he
shall appear in power and great glory we may
be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. one God, now and
forever.

PASTORAL
TEAM
Would you like to be
part of a pastoral team
in the Parish? This will
likely involve doing
home visits and
possibly giving at-home
communion. If you're
interested or would like
to know more please
contact Jane Kidger on
07840 283847

Services this week:

14th November
NO SERVICE AT THE GOOD
SHEPHERD
10:30am Remembrance Parade
from Coleford District Council
Offices
10:45am Remembrance Service at
The Clock Tower, Coleford
10:30am Remembrance Service at
St Peter's Clearwell
10:30am Remembrance Service at
All Saints' Staunton
2pm Remembrance Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Informal Eucharist at St
Saviour's Redbrook

Services for November:

21st November
10:30am Benefice Eucharist at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
28th November
10:30am Eucharist Service at The
Good Shepherd Broadwell
10:30am Eucharist Service at All
Saints' Newland
4pm Evening Prayer at All Saints'
Staunton
4pm Informal Worship & Baptism
at St Saviour's Redbrook

Birthdays this
week:

Happy Birthday to Alison and
anyone who has a birthday
this week.
Many happy returns for today
and in the year to come!

Prayers and Readings for 2nd Sunday before Advent

Collect:
Heavenly Lord, you long for the world's salvation: stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess and
revive in us new hope that all creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Daniel 12:1-3
1 "At that time Michael, the great prince, the
protector of your people, shall arise. There shall
be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred
since nations first came into existence. But at
that time your people shall be delivered,
everyone who is found written in the book.
2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.
3 Those who are wise shall shine like the
brightness of the sky, and those who lead many
to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.
Hebrews 10:11-14; 19-25
11 And every priest stands day after day at his
service, offering again and again the same
sacrifices that can never take away sins.
12 But when Christ had offered for all time a
single sacrifice for sins, "he sat down at the right
hand of God,"
13 and since then has been waiting "until his
enemies would be made a footstool for his feet."
14 For by a single offering he has perfected for
all time those who are sanctified.
19 Therefore, my friends, since we have
confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood
of Jesus,
20 by the new and living way that he opened for
us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh),
21 and since we have a great priest over the
house of God,
22 let us approach with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who has promised is
faithful.
24 And let us consider how to provoke one
another to love and good deeds,
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Mark 13:1-8
1 As he came out of the temple, one of his
disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher, what large
stones and what large buildings!"
2 Then Jesus asked him, "Do you see these great
buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon
another; all will be thrown down."
3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives
opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and
Andrew asked him privately,
4 "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be
the sign that all these things are about to be
accomplished?"
5 Then Jesus began to say to them, "Beware
that no one leads you astray.
6 Many will come in my name and say, "I am he!'
and they will lead many astray.
7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do
not be alarmed; this must take place, but the
end is still to come.
8 For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; there will be
earthquakes in various places; there will be
famines. This is but the beginning of the birth
pangs.

Advent Book Club:
Following our Lent book club this year,
could you let me know if you would like to
do the same for Advent? I was thinking of
‘At Home in Advent’ a domestic journey
from Advent to Epiphany, by Gordon Giles,
which is his companion book to the Lent
one we explored. I’m happy to host this
here at Bells Old Grammar School, on
Tuesday or Wednesday evenings, from 7 –
to 8pm. Please let me know if this piques
your curiosity for Advent and if so which
day you would prefer and we’ll make a
plan! Look forward to hearing from you.
Blessings,
Bea. erskinebea@gmail.com

Please pray for:
Our local community and ourselves as we start to live a more 'back to normal' life without so many
restrictions.
All NHS staff and frontline workers.
All those people working so hard in the vaccination centres both locally and regionally.
Our Schools.
All local small business owners.
Those who are unwell especially those known personally to us.
The family and friends of Maggie Gwynne who has recently passed away & those whose anniversary
of death falls around this time.

