
  

A reflection from Faith at Home: 
Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer:   Creator God, 
through your Word we learn about you and the coming of your 
reign. Open our ears to hear and hearts to receive you, so that we 
might in turn share this good news with the world. Amen. 
 

Reflect on the Way of Love together: This week’s practice on 
the Way of Love is LEARN. In this text, Jesus tells parables, or 
stories that teach us a lesson. Through what other Bible stories 
have you heard or learned about God’s love? 
 

Read: Mark 4:26-34 
Reflect: Like others, I experimented with plants and gardening 
during the spring and summer of 2020. Since I live in an apartment, 
I couldn’t plant anything big, but I bought some seeds for herbs and 
veggies and planted them in pots that sat on my balcony. I was 
mildly successful. The basil plant grew beautifully, and I harvested 
one single hot pepper—but the tomatoes and the cilantro? Those 
didn’t quite make it. However, even with its difficulty, I found it so 
rewarding to nurture seeds; I harvested the best basil leaves that I 
used in summer salads and dinners. Through this process I learned 
that growing plants from seeds is hard work, takes patience, and 
really requires intentional nurturing. 
 

In this text from Mark, we hear Jesus tell two parables. Jesus 
describes the kingdom of God as seeds, which eventually grow big 
and bear fruit in the world. But like with planting any seed, growing 
and tending the seeds of faith take work and patience. We nurture 
the growing of God’s kingdom through our engagement with 
spiritual practices, but for me, the place I always start is with 
learning. Reading Scripture, hearing others’ stories, and sharing my 
own experiences of God with others always lead me to discern 
where God is present and active in the world, and how I can share 
God’s love with others. 
Respond: Each day this week, engage in a practice that helps you 
learn more about your faith and helps you discern where God is 
active in the world. Some ideas include: read a different passage of 
Scripture each day, read a theological writing or book, invite a 
friend or family member to share their own faith story with you, 
research the answer to a question you’ve always had about faith or 
God, etc. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LOREM IPSUM 19 MARCH 2020 

Sunday 13th June:  
10:30am Eucharist at the Good 
Shepherd.  

This service will also be streamed to our 
facebook page. 

Please let me know if you would like 
attend as we have limited spaces at the 
Good Shepherd. 

10:30am Morning Prayer at All Saints 
Staunton. 

10:30am Eucharist at St Peter’s 
Clearwell. 

4pm All Age Worship at St Saviour’s 
Redbrook 

20th June: 
10:30am Parish Eucharist at the Good 
Shepherd. 

27th June: 
11am Parish Eucharist at All Saints 
Newland. Bea’s First Eucharist as a 
priest! (please note this starts at 11am) 

A message from Bea: 

As many of you know, on the 26th June I 
am due to be ordained priest at 
Gloucester Cathedral.  The following 
day (27th) I will be celebrating the 
Eucharist for the first time at 11am at All 
Saints’ Church Newland and it would be 
lovely to see you there. 

Assuming that restrictions are lifted by 
then, John and I would like to invite 
everyone to Bell’s Old Grammar School 
for drinks, after the service. 

Everyone is welcome, but we do need to 
know numbers and therefore would be 
grateful if you could let me know at 
erskinebea@gmail.com or text 07881 
614636 by the 12th June. 

Many thanks and look forward to  
celebrating with you! 

Bea Erskine 

 

 

         

PRAYER 
FOR THE 

WEEK: 

 

 

Faithful Creator, 

whose mercy never fails: 

 

 

 

 

 

deepen our faithfulness to 
you 

and to your living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

Church family news - keeping it together!  
13th June  2021 -  2nd Sunday after Trinity  

Prayers and Readings for the second Sunday after Trinity  
Collect:  Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are 
nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most 
excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all virtues, without 
which whoever lives is counted dead before you.  Grant this for your only 
Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Birthdays this week: 
 

13th:  June Bovill StJ. Many Happy 
Returns and may God bless you this 
week and in the year to come! 
 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A26-34&version=NRSV
mailto:erskinebea@gmail.com


  
  

Ezekiel 17.22-24   
22 Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig 
from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off 
a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself 
will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.  
23 On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order 
that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a 
noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the 
shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every 
kind.  
24 All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. 
I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry 
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the 
Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 
2 Corinthians 5.6-10 [11-13]14-17  
6 So we are always confident; even though we know that 
while we are at home in the body we are away from the 
Lord—  
7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.  
8 Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord.  
9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our 
aim to please him.  
10 For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 
has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
14 For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are 
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died.  
15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live 
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 
raised for them.  
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 
human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way.  
17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 

 
Psalm 92.1-4,12-15 
1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing 
praises to your name, O Most High;  
2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and 
your faithfulness by night,  
3 to the music of the lute and the harp, to the 
melody of the lyre.  
4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your 
work; at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
 
12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon.  
13 They are planted in the house of the Lord; they 
flourish in the courts of our God.  
14 In old age they still produce fruit; they are always 
green and full of sap,  
15 showing that the Lord is upright; he is my rock, 
and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
 

Mark 4.26-34 
 
26 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as 
if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,  
27 and would sleep and rise night and day, 
and the seed would sprout and grow, he 
does not know how.  
28 The earth produces of itself, first the 
stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 
the head.  
29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest 
has come."  
30 He also said, "With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it?  
31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth;  
32 yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds 
of the air can make nests in its shade."  
33 With many such parables he spoke the 
word to them, as they were able to hear it;  
34 he did not speak to them except in 
parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 
 

Please pray for   

• Our local community and ourselves as we 
move forward along the government roadmap 
and start to look forward to life without so 
many restrictions. 

• All NHS staff and frontline workers. 

• All those people working so hard in the 
vaccination centres both locally and regionally. 

• Our Schools. 

• All local small business owners.  

• Those who are unwell, especially Cedric 
Morgan and those known personally to us. 

• For the family and friends of Geoff Cole, 
Eileen Addis, Barbara Hogg & Maurice 
Morgan who have recently died and those 
whose anniversary of death falls around this 
time. 

Useful contact details: 
Rev’d Sarah Bick 01594 835476 
Email: sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
 

Alison at the Parish Office:  
07933 935534 
Email: office.midwyedean@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 
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