
  

A reflection from Faith at Home: 
Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer:  Holy God, your love 
and goodness changes us and draws us closer to you. Give us the 
courage to make your love and goodness known in the world. Amen. 
 

Reflect on the Way of Love together:  This week’s practice on the Way 
of Love is BLESS. We can be a blessing to others by showing love, 
even when it’s difficult. Talk about a time when you found it hard to love 
another person. What happened? How does the blessing of God’s love 
better help us love other people? 
 

Read: John 15:9-17 
Reflect: The teachings of Jesus always point to a way of love that will be 
a joyful blessing. But beyond the simplicity of the command to love, this 
call is very demanding! God asks us to abide, to live in love with every 
part of our lives and beings, and that can take a lot of discipline, 
attention, prayer, care, and accountability. But when we dedicate 
ourselves to living in love, we find blessing in unexpected places, joy that 
is more than we could imagine. When we love those who are difficult to 
love, we find new depths of relationships with others and growth within 
ourselves. When we allow love to lead us toward giving generously, we 
find joy in simplicity and surrender of control. When we bring love as the 
foundation of our life decisions, our political commitments, and our 
deepest values, we find the blessing of a life aligned with the teachings of 
Jesus. These things might not always bring immediate happiness, but 
rather lead us closer to God’s heart and to our own wholeness and 
healing, making us more like Christ and making our joy complete. 
 
Respond: Take some time to journal and reflect about a time when you 
chose the way of love, even when, or especially when, love was the more 
difficult choice. What happened? How did you know what to do, which 
way would be true to love? What emotions or changes happened with 
this experience? How did choosing the way of love feel in your mind and 
body? What joys or blessings have you found in following the demanding 
call to love? 

 

 
 

 

LOREM IPSUM 19 MARCH 2020 

Sunday 9th May  
Eucharist at the Good Shepherd @ 
10.15am. 

This service will also be streamed to our 
facebook page. 

Please let me know if you would like 
attend as we have limited spaces at the 
Good Shepherd. 

Going forward……… 
 
The 10.15am Sunday service will then 
continue at the Good Shepherd for the 
time being.  Please do let me know if 
you would like to be booked in. 

 

Please pray for   

• Our local community and ourselves 
as we continue with lockdown 
restrictions and all that this brings. 

• All NHS staff and frontline workers. 

• All those people working so hard in 
the vaccination centres both locally 
and regionally. 

• Our Schools. 

• All local small business owners.  

• Those who are unwell, especially 
those known personally to us. 

• For the family and friends of 
Frederick Bevan who has recently 
died and those whose anniversary 
of death falls around this time. 

 

 PRAYER 
FOR THE 

WEEK: 

 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you 
renewed your call to your 

disciples: 

 

 

 

 

 

help your Church to obey 
your command 

and draw the nations to the 
fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

Church family news - keeping it together!  
9th  May  2021 -  6th Sunday of  Easter  

Prayers and Readings for 6th Sunday of Easter 
Collect: God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:  grant, that as 
by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in 
us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Useful contact details: 
Rev’d Sarah Bick 01594 835476 
Email: sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
 

Alison at the Parish Office: 07933 935534 
Email: office.midwyedean@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 

Birthdays this week: 
 
15th May Marlene Cole GS and  
Alan Wilden SPC. 
 
Many Happy Returns and may God 
bless you this week and in the year to 
come! 
 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV
mailto:sarah@thebickerage.org.uk
mailto:office.midwyedean@gmail.com


  

 

Acts 10.44-48  
 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon all who heard the word.  
45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 
were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles,  
46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said,  
47 "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?"  
48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several 
days. 
 
1 John 5.1-6  
 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has 
been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child.  
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments.  
3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome,  
4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith.  
5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit 
is the truth. 

John 15.9-17 
 

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love.  
10 If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love.  
11 I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.  
12 "This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you.  
13 No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one's life for one's friends.  
14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.  
15 I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father.  
16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And 
I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 
will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name.  
17 I am giving you these commands so that you 
may love one another. 
 

Psalm 98  
1 O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm have 
gotten him victory.  
2 The Lord has made known his victory; he has revealed 
his vindication in the sight of the nations.  
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen 
the victory of our God.  
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break 
forth into joyous song and sing praises.  
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and 
the sound of melody.  
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful 
noise before the King, the Lord.  
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those 
who live in it.  
8 Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing 
together for joy  
9 at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge 
the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and 
the peoples with equity. 
 

Are you ready for Christian Aid Week? 

 
People across the Diocese of Gloucester have 
been donating to the Christian Aid and and 
VaccinAid appeals.  
 
So far more than £10.5k has been given to 
Christian Aid as part of this appeal. 
 
Christian Aid Week is from 10 to 16 May.  
 
Visit the Christian Aid South West Facebook 
page to find out more about events going on 
locally and ways that you can get involved. 
The Christian Aid website has more details of 
national events and worship to get involved 
with.  
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