
  

A reflection from Faith at Home: 
Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer:   O God, 
knowing you brings us everlasting life. Open our ears to hear and 
hearts to receive your Word in our lives. Amen. 
 
Reflect on the Way of Love together:  This week’s practice on 
the Way of Love is LEARN. Share about a time you learned 
something new about Jesus. How does learning about Jesus 
change our lives? 
 
Read: Acts 8:26-40 
Reflect: In her book, Almost Everything: Notes on Hope, Anne Lamott notes 
that joy and curiosity are the same thing. With that beautiful connection in 
mind, we see in Acts 8 a beautiful connection of learning with joyful surprise 
in the strange story of the apostle Philip and the Ethiopian official. Philip’s 
own openness and curiosity meets the careful study and learning of the 
Ethiopian official, and their conversation is so filled with the joyful presence of 
the Holy Spirit that a conversion follows! The two offer a glimpse into what 
joyful encounters with God are possible when we follow holy curiosity and 
learning. One shows us an honest and open curiosity about others. When the 
Holy Spirit prompts, Philip seeks to learn more, to meet and know and 
wonder with a stranger. The other shows us an honest and open curiosity in 
scholarship, in faithfully studying and asking questions to grow in knowledge. 
The Ethiopian official is a careful student of the story of God in human 
history. Both forms of curiosity are faithful steps along the way of love, 
carrying the two, and us, to new ways of meeting God. 
 
Respond: This week, look for an opportunity to follow your holy curiosity 
through study or conversation. Prayerfully find a conversation partner, 

whether someone familiar or new to you, and ask them about their faith. 
This might be a new way of having conversation, but a simple conversation 
starter can open the way. Try out something like, “Do you have a religious 
community that’s important to you? Why?” Or “What’s your favorite song, 
hymn, or scripture?” See where a conversation of brave and joyful curiosity 
might lead! 

 

 
 

 

LOREM IPSUM 19 MARCH 2020 

Sunday 2nd May  
@ Sunday 2nd May only Eucharist at 

the Good Shepherd will start at 10am. 

This service will also be streamed to our 
facebook page. 

Please let me know if you would like 
attend as we have limited spaces at the 
Good Shepherd. 

Going forward……… 
 
The 10.15am Sunday service will then 
continue at the Good Shepherd for the 
time being.  Please do let me know if 
you would like to be booked in. 

 

Please pray for   

• Our local community and ourselves 
as we continue with lockdown 
restrictions and all that this brings. 

• All NHS staff and frontline workers. 

• All those people working so hard in 
the vaccination centres both locally 
and regionally. 

• Our Schools. 

• All local small business owners.  

• Those who are unwell, especially 
Olive Evans and those known 
personally to us. 

• For the family and friends of 
Frederick Bevan who has recently 
died and those whose anniversary 
of death falls around this time. 

 

 
PRAYER 
FOR THE 

WEEK: 

 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your 
love for the world 

and the wonder of your 
risen life: 

 

 

 

 

 

give us compassion and 
courage 

to risk ourselves for those 
we serve, 

to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

Church family news - keeping it together!  
2nd May  2021 -  5th Sunday of  Easter  

Prayers and Readings for 5th Sunday of Easter 
Collect: Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus 
Christ have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting 
life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our 
minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to 
good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 
Amen. 

 

Useful contact details: 
Rev’d Sarah Bick 01594 835476 
Email: sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
 

Alison at the Parish Office: 07933 935534 
Email: office.midwyedean@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 

Birthdays this week: 
 
4th May Naomi Wright StJ  
& Margaret Winter StS      
   
8th May Ann Meek StJ  
& Brenda Harding GS  
 
Many Happy Returns and may God 
bless you this week and in the year to 
come! 
 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-40&version=NRSV
mailto:sarah@thebickerage.org.uk
mailto:office.midwyedean@gmail.com


  

  

Acts 8.26-40  

26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.)  
27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship  
28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah.  
29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and 
join it."  
30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are 
reading?"  
31 He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" 
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  
32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like 
a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his 
mouth.  
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the 
earth."  
34 The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?"  
35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus.  
36 As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?"  
37  
38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him.  
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing.  
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
 
 

1 John 4.7-21  

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love 
is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God.  
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love.  
9 God's love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him.  
10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.  
11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also 
ought to love one another.  
12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected 
in us.  
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in 
us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  
14 And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 
world.  
15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and they abide in God.  
16 So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and those who abide 
in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world.  
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  
19 We love because he first loved us.  
20 Those who say, "I love God," and hate their 
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom they have not seen.  
21 The commandment we have from him is this: 
those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also. 
 

John 15.1-8 
1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower.  
2 He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit.  
3 You have already been cleansed by the word 
that I have spoken to you.  
4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me.  
5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing.  
6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  
7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you.  
8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. 
 

Psalm 22.25-31 
 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.  
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him 
shall praise the Lord. May your hearts live forever!  
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the 
Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before 
him.  
28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the 
nations.  
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow 
down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
and I shall live for him.  
30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told 
about the Lord,  
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying that he has done it. 

 



  

A message from Bishop Rachel  

Thank you to all those who have donated to our partnership project with 

Christian Aid as we give thanks for our Covid-19 vaccine. We have already 

exceeded £10.5K and my hope is that we will reach nearer £50K as people continue to give generously. 

Giving thanks for our vaccines 

Funds from the appeal are helping vulnerable communities around the world, and Christian Aid partners 

have so far directly helped over half a million people in 27 countries in the face of the pandemic. This has 

included access to soap, food and vital health information, as well as the distribution of food packages to 

people struggling to feed their families after losing work during lockdown and the economic downturn. 

This week another initiative has also been launched, led by UNICEF UK, with the online 

fundraising platform Crowdfunder. The VaccinAid campaign now offers people a way 

to donate directly towards the cost of jabs for others around the world. 

The good news is that these two campaigns are not in competition but are 

complementing one another. Thus there is now the possibility of funding vaccines 

directly via the VaccinAid campaign as well as funding humanitarian relief that communities 

desperately need at this time via the Christian Aid campaign. 

Whichever campaign you choose to donate to you can be sure that you will be sharing Christ’s hope and 

love with our brothers and sisters across the world who are less fortunate than ourselves. 

 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/we-are-thankful-for-our-vaccines
https://giving.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/we-are-thankful-for-our-vaccines
https://www.vaccinaid.org/
https://www.vaccinaid.org/
https://giving.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/we-are-thankful-for-our-vaccines
https://www.vaccinaid.org/

