
  

A reflection from Faith at Home: 
Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer:   Merciful God, 
through your son Jesus we learn how to walk in the way of love. Open 
our eyes to see the needs of the world around us, and receive our 
prayers. Amen. 
 

Reflect on the Way of Love together: This week’s practice on the Way 
of Love is PRAY. In what prayer practices do you engage at home? 
What new prayer practice can you try this week? 
 

Read: John 17:6-19 
 

Reflect: This passage in John’s gospel offers us one of the most tender 
insights into the heart and love of Jesus for his friends and disciples. It is 
Jesus’ own prayer of intercession to God on behalf of his dearest friends. 
While we call the portions of Matthew 6 and Luke 11 “The Lord’s Prayer,” 
in some sense this prayer in the garden before Jesus’s arrest is an even 
closer look into the praying spirit and loving heart of Jesus. In this prayer 
we can see a few key themes. First, his prayer brings others to his 
conversation with God, with loving attention and thanksgiving for them. 
Jesus then acknowledges that this little community is connected because 
of God’s love for all of them. He prayed for their protection and spiritual 
growth. Finally, Jesus prayed for the ministry that his friends were being 
called to do, that they might be faithful and remember the bigger picture 
of God’s work in the world. This structure of Jesus’ prayer can also be 
used in our own prayers for our communities, churches, family, and 
friends. 
 
Respond: This week, try out this pattern of prayer in John 17. 
Begin by deciding who you want to pray for. This might be an ongoing 
area of prayer in your life, or holy coincidence might bring someone to 
mind. 

• Bring that person or persons to God with loving attention and 
thanks. 

• Acknowledge and honor that your relationships with them are a 
gift from God. 

• Pray for their protection and spiritual growth. 
• Pray that God would give them support and they would be faithful 

to the work and ministry God is calling them to do. 

 

 
 

 

LOREM IPSUM 19 MARCH 2020 

Sunday 16th May  
Eucharist at the Good Shepherd @ 
10.15am. 

This service will also be streamed to our 
facebook page. 

Please let me know if you would like 
attend as we have limited spaces at the 
Good Shepherd. 

Going forward……… 
 
The 10.15am Sunday service will 
continue at the Good Shepherd for the 
rest of this month.  Details of services 
from June onwards will be published in 
the next week or so. Please do let me 
know if you would like to be booked in. 

 

Please pray for   

• Our local community and ourselves 
as we emerge from the winter 
lockdown and start to look forward 
to life without so many restrictions. 

• All NHS staff and frontline workers. 

• All those people working so hard in 
the vaccination centres both locally 
and regionally. 

• Our Schools. 

• All local small business owners.  

• Those who are unwell, especially 
those known personally to us. 

• For the family and friends of those 
who have recently died and those 
whose anniversary of death falls 
around this time. 

 

 PRAYER 
FOR THE 

WEEK: 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your 
triumph, 

fill your Church on earth 
with power and 
compassion, 

 

 

 

 

that all who are estranged 
by sin 

may find forgiveness and 
know your peace, 

to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

Church family news - keeping it together!  
16th  May  2021 -  7th Sunday of  Easter  

Prayers and Readings for 7th Sunday of Easter 
Collect:  O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus 
Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave 
us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to 
the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Useful contact details: 
Rev’d Sarah Bick 01594 835476 
Email: sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
 

Alison at the Parish Office: 07933 935534 
Email: office.midwyedean@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 

Birthdays this week: 
Happy Birthday to anyone with a 
birthday this week!   
                                     
Many Happy Returns and may God 
bless you this week and in the year to 
come! 
 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV
mailto:sarah@thebickerage.org.uk
mailto:office.midwyedean@gmail.com


  

 

Acts 1.15-17,21-26  
 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the 
believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said,  
16 "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—  
17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his 
share in this ministry." 
 
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during 
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us,  
22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 
he was taken up from us—one of these must become a 
witness with us to his resurrection."  
23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who 
was also known as Justus, and Matthias.  
24 Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know 
everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you 
have chosen  
25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place."  
26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
1 John 5.9-13 
 

9 If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is 
greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 
testified to his Son.  
10 Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in 
God have made him a liar by not believing in the 
testimony that God has given concerning his Son.  
11 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.  
12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.  
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 
 

John 17.6-19  
6 "I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 
kept your word.  
7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you;  
8 for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me.  
9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours.  
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 
I have been glorified in them.  
11 And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one.  
12 While I was with them, I protected them in 
your name that you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except the 
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled.  
13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak 
these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves.  
14 I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  
15 I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the 
evil one.  
16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world.  
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  
18 As you have sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world.  
19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 

Psalm 1  
 
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the 
wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the 
seat of scoffers;  
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law 
they meditate day and night.  
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, which 
yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not 
wither. In all that they do, they prosper.  
4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away.  
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous;  
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but 
the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

 


