
  

A reflection from Faith at Home: 
Begin your devotion time by praying this prayer:   
 

Loving God, you guide us to places full of your love and grace. Help 
us rest in the joy of your presence every day. Amen. 
 
Reflect on the Way of Love together: This week’s practice on 
the Way of Love is REST. Talk about the ways you rest in your 
household. Is it easy or hard to rest? Why is rest important? How will 
you rest this week? 
 
Read: Psalm 23 
 
Reflect: Sometimes it is difficult to really believe and accept the gift of 
this familiar, sweet psalm. In the busyness of life, we might find 
ourselves thinking more along the lines of: “I don’t have time to lie 
down in green pastures! I can’t stop for a banquet table; I need the 
drive through.” The 23rd Psalm radiates the peacefulness of a steady 
pace, with plenty of rest and nourishment for the journey, but we have 
to be able to pause if we want to receive this gift that God is offering 
us. To hear the shepherd’s voice, to follow in the way of love that God 
has promised is the way of abundant life, we need to rest and receive. 
The gift of Easter is that we do not earn it or hustle for it. There is no 
finish line where we achieve the prize of resurrection life. The 
nourishment, protection, leadership, and most of all, gracious 
presence of our shepherd is pure gift. Can we rest and receive the gift 
of God’s presence in the resurrected Jesus today. 
Respond: Take a few deeper than normal breaths. If you are able 
and comfortable, place one hand over your heart and one hand on 
your belly, noticing your breath in your body. As you breathe, take a 
moment of rest, being present to yourself and to the Holy Spirit in this 
moment. 
 

 
 

 

LOREM IPSUM 19 MARCH 2020 

Sunday 25th April  
Eucharist at the Good Shepherd @ 
10.15am.  This service will also be 
streamed to our facebook page. 

Please let me know if you would like 
attend as we have limited spaces at the 
Good Shepherd. 

Going forward……… 

The service on Sunday 2nd May only 
will start at 10am. 
Please note the change of time! 
 
The 10.15am Sunday service will then 
continue at the Good Shepherd for the 
time being.  Please do let me know if 
you would like to be booked in. 

 

Please pray for   

• Our local community and ourselves 
as we continue with lockdown 
restrictions and all that this brings. 

• All NHS staff and frontline workers. 

• All those people working so hard in 
the vaccination centres both locally 
and regionally. 

• Our Schools. 

• All local small business owners.  

• Those who are unwell, especially 
Olive Evans and those known 
personally to us. 

• For the family and friends of those 
who have recently died.  

 

 PRAYER 
FOR THE 

WEEK: 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your 
Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your 
voice 

and to follow your 
command, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that all your people may be 
gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Amen  

 

 

 

 

Church family news - keeping it together!  
25th April  2021 -  4th Sunday of  Easter  

Prayers and Readings for 4th Sunday of Easter 
Collect: Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection 
and the life:  raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life 
of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Useful contact details: 
Rev’d Sarah Bick 01594 835476 
Email: sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
 

Alison at the Parish Office: 07933 935534 
Email: office.midwyedean@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 

Birthdays this week: 
For anyone with a birthday this week. 
Many Happy Returns and may God 
bless you this week and in the year to 
come! 
 

For your information: 
Sarah is now on Annual leave until Tuesday 
5th May. 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+23&version=NRSV
mailto:sarah@thebickerage.org.uk
mailto:office.midwyedean@gmail.com


  

  

Acts 4.5-12 
 
5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes 
assembled in Jerusalem,  
6 with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family.  
7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their 
midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what 
name did you do this?"  
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
"Rulers of the people and elders,  
9 if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 
how this man has been healed,  
10 let it be known to all of you, and to all the people 
of Israel, that this man is standing before you in 
good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead.  
11 This Jesus is "the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders; it has become the cornerstone.'  
12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among mortals by 
which we must be saved." 
 
 
1 John 3.16-24 
 
16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life 
for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another.  
17 How does God's love abide in anyone who has 
the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help?  
18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, 
but in truth and action.  
19 And by this we will know that we are from the 
truth and will reassure our hearts before him  
20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.  
21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 
have boldness before God;  
22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what 
pleases him.  
23 And this is his commandment, that we should 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us.  
24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, 
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

John 10.11-18 
 
11 "I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 
and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them.  
13 The hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep.  
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me,  
15 just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep.  
16 I have other sheep that do not belong to 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one 
flock, one shepherd.  
17 For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again.  
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it up 
again. I have received this command from 
my Father." 
 

Psalm 23 
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want.  
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;  
3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right 
paths for his name's sake.  
4 Even though I walk through the darkest 
valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff— they comfort me  
5 You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 


