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So – the first magazine letter I’ve written since coming back from maternity leave.  But what to 

write about? I can’t think…wracking my brains…oh, I know.  Isaac! 

Isaac is a joy and a delight.  He is 14 months old as I write, and just walking on  his own, he has 

about 40 ‘words’ – mostly animal related, but a good few bodily functions in there, as well as 

‘Mama’, ‘Dada’, ‘brmm brmm’ and ‘more’.  He loves exploring and finding out how things work.  I 

don’t know for sure for myself, as I haven’t known a lot of 

babies, but other people do comment that he seems to be a 

really happy baby, and that he smiles and laughs a lot.   

Isaac means ‘laughter’ or ‘he laughs’.  It seems our Isaac 

may be aptly named.  The bible has a number of examples 

of names reflecting the characteristics of the people who 

hold them – either from birth or because God renames them.  

Abraham is given his name by God at the moment of his 

calling by God.  God calls Abraham to be ‘the father of a 

multitude’ and changes his name from Abram to mean just 

that.   

We interchange the words called and named, don’t we? 

‘What have you called your son?’  ‘Isaac.’  Name and call are 

connected even in our language.  We have all been given a 

name.  We also all have a calling.  A calling is not exclusive to the few – we all have one.   

Watching Isaac grow and develop is a fascinating privilege.  It does certainly feel like he is born 

with certain potentials, and parenting is a mixture of not getting in the way of his own exploring, 

but also being there to help draw out (with God’s help) the fullness of this new person in the 

world.  Of course, there is so much more of this to come.  And this journey of growing into our 

full potential is never over for any of us.  One of the mysteries of the Christian life is that as we 

fulfil our calling to become more and more like Jesus, we also become more and more 

ourselves.  Our best selves.   

What’s your name?  What are you called? - What is my calling?  What does my best self look 

like?  How do I find my ultimate fulfilment? 

One of the ways we can discover the answers to these questions is to spend quality time with 

our heavenly parent.  In prayer, through scripture, in community with others seeking the same.  

Allowing God to draw out of us all we can be, being courageous to explore how we interact with 

the world, offering our full selves and finding ourselves fulfilled in return.   

 

Sarah 

  



Regular Mid-Wyedean Events 

 

Other Regular Events 

Monday 

2nd Monday of month - Coffee Break 10.30 - 12 at Baptist Church, contact Maureen Etherington on 

836303 for more details. 

Wednesday 

1st Wednesday of the month - Great Oaks Hospice, Open Coffee Morning, 10.00-12 noon, coffee and 

chat, for more information 01594 811910 

Weekly on a Wednesday - Walk for Health Initiative, start 10.15 - 10.30 am, approx 1 hour, more details 

contact Diane Garner on 01594 810321. 

Busy bees: Weekly on a Wednesday 9.30 - 11.00 am @ St Margaret Mary's church hall - High Nash - 

Busy bees parent/carer toddler group meet.  Sessions held every Wednesday, activities for ages 0-5 

years, £1 donation, all welcome. 

 

Mondays 

4th Monday of the month @ 2.30pm Memory Café at 

Church on the Street, 6a St John’s Street.  

Tuesdays 

1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month @ 2.30pm CAMEO 

meet at The Good Shepherd, Broadwell.  All 

welcome! 

Every Tuesday @ 1.30pm the Shalom Group meet 

at Church on the Street for their ‘Biblical 

Interactivity’ Session.  Please call Miriam on 07765 

111405 for more details and to book your place. 
 

There is Morning Prayer @ 8.15am each Tuesday 

at All Saints Church, Newland.  

Wednesdays 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month @ 10am – Knit and 

Natter at Church on the Street.  All welcome!  

There is Morning Prayer each Wednesday @ 8.30am at 

The Good Shepherd, Broadwell. 

 Thursdays 

2nd Thursday of the month @ 2.30pm ‘All together 

now’ meet for Home Communion at Tufthorn 

Community Room, High Nash.  All Welcome. 

Craft Club runs each Thursday @ 1.30pm at The 

Good Shepherd, Broadwell 

 

Fridays 

2nd Friday of the month @ 11am Clearwell.  Home 

Communion @ 1 Church Road, Clearwell.  All welcome. 

4th Friday of the month @ 11am.  Clearwell House group 

@ 1 Church Road, Clearwell.  All Welcome. 

Saturdays  

3rd Saturday of the month @ 10am Coffee and 

chat @ St Margaret Mary Hall, High Nash.  All 

Welcome.   

Mustard Tree will meet on the following Saturdays 

@ 4.30pm at St John’s Academy: 

20th October and 8th December 

 

 



Friday 

Tiggies:  Weekly on a Friday 10.00 am to 12.00 pm during term time @ Coleford Baptist church - 

Tiggies carers and toddlers group.  Only £1 per family.  For further info contact Donna Saunders on 

01594 832278 - colefordbaptists.org.   

This is a chance for mums, dads, grandparents or carers to meet in the large hall, play and craft 

activities and offer drinks for the adults, fruit and milk for the children. 

Saturday 

Last Saturday of the month - Monthly Charity Coffee Morning at Coalway Methodist Church Hall, 10.30 

am, all welcome. 

Upcoming events 

Friday 28th September – The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning @ Church on the Street in 

aid of Macmillan Cancer Care 

 

Saturday 29th September Harvest Flower Festival @ Good Shepherd, Broadwell. 

Sunday 30th September @ 10.30am – Parish Harvest Eucharist at Good Shepherd, Broadwell followed 

by Bring and Share lunch. 

Friday 5th October @ 7pm quiz at Clearwell Memorial Hall raising funds for research into Dementia.  £5 

per ticket to include ploughman’s supper.  Contact Jane on 837769 for more details 

Wednesday 10th October – time to be confirmed.  A service to celebrate Coleford Churches Together at 

Coleford Baptist Church.  

Saturday 13th October @ 12 – 2pm Bring and Buy sale @ Good Shepherd, Broadwell. 

Saturday 20th October @ 7pm at All Saints Church, Newland.  3 Course Autumn Banquet to include a 

glass of wine or non alcoholic beverage with entertainment during the banquet from the Bella Musica 

Trio.  £10 per ticket.  Please contact Alison at the Parish Office for tickets or see your local warden. 

Saturday 24th November @ St Peter’s Clearwell – Christmas Table Sale 

 

A letter from Macmillan Cancer Support: 
  
Macmillan Cancer Support are holding a World Café workshop to develop ideas and proposals to 
address the needs of people living with cancer in the Forest of Dean. These issues and challenges were 
identified through recent engagement with community groups and organisations working in the Forest 
and from the event held on the 21st June in partnership with Great Oaks Hospice and Forest Voluntary 
Action Forum. 
 
We would very much like you to participate in this event and would encourage you to promote this more 
widely through your own networks and contacts.   
  
Please register for the event at Southwestdvsa@macmillan.org.uk and include any dietary and access 
requirements. Please feel free to get back to me if you have any specific questions about the event. Can 
you please register by Friday 5th October. 
  
Many thanks, Allan 
  
Allan Warnock 
Macmillan Engagement Manager 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
Avon, Gloucestershire & Swindon.    Tel: 07834 192241 

mailto:Southwestdvsa@macmillan.org.uk


Service information 

Please note that there may be some changes to these services so please check our website if 

you are not sure. 

The Mid-Wydean Churches are: 

All Saints, Newland (also known as the Cathedral of the Forest); All Saints, Staunton; The Good 

Shepherd, Broadwell; St John the Evangelist, Coleford which was closed for public worship in 

September 2016 (the Congregation now worships at the Roman Catholic Church,) St Margaret Mary, in 

the town; St Peter’s, Clearwell; St Saviour’s Redbrook. 

Interim Minister: Rev’d Alan Wearmouth, 2, Broadwell Bridge, Broadwell, Coleford, GL16 7GA. 
Tel: 01594 832660 Email: associateminister@mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 

Parish Office: Church on the Street, 6a St John’s Street, Coleford, GL16 8AR. Tel:01594 368849 email: 
office.midwyedean@gmail.com 

www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk 

Mid-Wyedean Ladies Christmas Dinner 

Our annual ladies Christmas Dinner will be held again this year at Andersons on the 5th December at 

7pm at a cost of £27.50.  We have reserved 25 places which are on a first come first served basis – a £5 

non-refundable deposit will be required when you book.  The deadline for names and deposits is 

Sunday 28th October.  To book your place please contact either Ann Meek – 01594 839262 – or me at 

the Parish office – 01594 368849. 

A copy of the menu & a choices form will be available in each Church from Sunday 7th October.  We will 

need menu choices by the 25th November together with any dietary requirements. 

Thank you  

Alison  

 

 

Date 30th September 7th October 14th October 21st October 28th October 

All Saints 

Newland 

United Parish 

Harvest Festival 

 

10.30am 

@ 

The Good 

Shepherd 

Broadwell 

 

Followed by a 

Bring and Share 

Harvest Lunch 

No Service 9.30 am Eucharist 
4 pm 

Evening Prayer 
No Service 

All Saints 

Staunton 

4 pm 

Evening Prayer 
No Service No Service 

9.30 am 

Eucharist 

St John’s @  

St Margaret 

Mary 

9.30 am Eucharist 
9.30 am Service of 

the Word 
9.30 am Eucharist 

9.30 am 

Service of the 

Word 

Good 

Shepherd, 

Broadwell 

11am Service of 

the Word 

11 am 

Eucharist 

11 am 

Service of the 

Word 

11 am 

Eucharist 

St Peter 

Clearwell 
11am Eucharist 

11 am 

Baptism 
11am Eucharist 

11am Service of 

the Word 

St Saviour, 

Redbrook 
No Service 

4pm 

All age worship 
No Service 

4 pm 

Eucharist 

mailto:office.midwyedean@gmail.com


 

 

 

Small footprints on our hearts 

 

Remembered Always 
7:00 p.m. Friday, 28th September 2018 The Chapel, 

Gloucestershire Royal Hospital 

 

7:00 p.m. Friday, 5th   October 2018 St Luke’s Church, 

Cheltenham 
[next to Cheltenham General Hospital] 

 

 

Our Annual services for those who have lost a baby 

ORGANISED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SPIRITUAL CARE 

0300 422 6200 [GLOUCESTER] 0300 422 4286 [CHELTENHAM] 

ghn-tr.spiiritualcare.nhs.net 
  



 

Faith: Sharing our stories in new and different ways, including through 

digital media 

Bishop Rachel and the Chatterbox at Cheltenham 

Literature Festival  

Come along and support Bishop Rachel on Wednesday 10 October, 12.30 

to 1.30pm (L168). In the centenary of the Representation of the People Act 

1918 and the great struggle for change that preceded it, the first female diocesan bishop reflects on her own 

story, and on the divisions which exist between people in this country. How can we live out who we truly are, for 

good, and embrace the difference around us? Please do come along and support Bishop Rachel in this event. 

Every day during the festival we are running a children’s tent called The Chatterbox. Pop in and make an origami 

chatterbox, hang a leaf on our Tree of Hopes and Dreams and have fun coming up with ideas and answers to our 

curious questions – just bring your imagination! And if you are passing, come along and say hello. 

Also sponsored by the Diocese of Gloucester: 

• Neil MacGregor: Living with the Gods (L030),  

• [Un]heard voices (L150),  

• Helena Kennedy (L234),  

• This book saved my life (L236) and  

• Social media: Find your tribe (L254)  

For tickets for all our sponsored events visit cheltenhamfestivals.com 

 

 

 

Church of England: Social media training 

November 13, 9.30am to 4pm at the Guildhall, Eastgate Street, Gloucester 

GL1 1NS  

Join us, free of charge, as the Church of England Digital Communications Team 

delivers a social and digital media training day for churches in the Diocese of Gloucester. The training will be done 

virtually, via live video stream from the national Church of England offices in London.  

If you are responsible for digital or social media in your church then this day is perfect for you, and it doesn't 

matter how experienced you are as it will cater for all capabilities. Topics include social media trends, writing for 

the web, A Church Near You, dealing with negativity online and how to use Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

Places are on a first come, first served basis. Booking at goo.gl/1Lg2Gs  

  

https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/literature/whats-on/grid?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoYPv-fy03QIVSZPtCh37fwO_EAAYASAAEgKs3vD_BwE


Get your church noticed 

10am to 2pm on Tuesday 20 November, venue TBC (Gloucester) 

A day of training led by Neil Pugmire, the author of four books including '100 ways to get your church noticed'. He is 

Communications Adviser for the Diocese of Portsmouth and previously a journalist for regional newspapers for 

nine years. Does your local community know about all the good things on offer at your church? Are you reaching 

the people you want to reach? Would you like to learn how to create a coherent communications strategy for 

your church? If so, join us for this whistle-stop training tour through the various tools you can use to put your 

church 'on the map' – branding, noticeboards, websites, magazines, social media, working with the media and 

more - even how to use your church buildings more creatively. To register your interest, please contact Lucy 

Taylor at ltaylor@glosdioc.org.uk  

Making videos with your smartphone 

Wednesday 24 October, 12 noon 

Free, one hour webinar, sponsored by the Diocese in Europe.  Just sign up for your place here 

https://bit.ly/2NEU1l5 and you will be sent instructions to join the webinar from your home computer.  
 

Mission Shaped Ministry taster morning 

Saturday 24 November, 10am to 2pm 

A taster session to see if the full Mission Shaped Ministry is for you. This course will be of interest to 

anyone who is already doing or planning mission in their local community or within a specific network. It 

could be a Fresh expression of church or a different kind of creative missional activity.  You could be 

part of a group, or an individual exploring your vocation. You could be at any stage – scoping ideas, just 

getting started or considering how to develop further. Find out more at 

gloucester.anglican.org/event/mission-shaped-ministry-taster-morning 
 

Events and training 

Rural Ministries Regional 
Conferences 2018—mission as a dialogue: reaching 
your community 
Saturday 6 October, 930am to 4pm at Forest of 
Dean Community Church, Cinderford, GL14 2LY 
We will explore together how a deep listening to our 
rural communities will help us share the Gospel. £15 
including a light lunch. Booking essential at 
uralministries.org.uk/regionalconferences2018 

Celebration of Black Saints  
Saturday 6 October, 4.30pm, Gloucester Cathedral 
A service of choral evensong with a difference – 
African Drumming, the Cathedral Choir joined by a 
Gospel Choir and members of churches across 
Gloucestershire joining together. Everyone welcome. 
01452 835549. 

The Sacred Marriage, Friday 12 October 
Creating true connection, protecting sacred space, 
living out of the sacred space AND 
The secret of dating well, Friday19 October 
God and the dating dilemma, listening to the right 
voices, courageous accountability. Both 7.45pm to 

9.45pm at Trinity House, Cheltenham. Booking at 
trinitycheltenham.com  

A day of prayer and reflection: Fools for Christ in a 
challenging world 
Saturday 13 October, 10am to 3pm, Christchurch, 
Abbeydale, Gloucester, GL4 5EQ 
Angela Ashwin. To reserve a place ontact 
lzpalin@gmail.com  

Sundays in October– a series of talks on Science 
and religion by the Revd Canon Dr Mike Parsons 
St Mary’s, Charlton Kings, 7pm. 
14 October, Cosmology, human  
significance and life on other plants 
21 October, Adam and the ape:  
evolution and creation 
28 October, Why this is something and not nothing. 
Celebration of 170th anniversary of Cheltenham 
Hospital—Cheltenham says thank you 
Monday 15 October, 7.30pm at St Luke’s 
Cheltenham 
Contributions from hospital staff, the Caring Chorus 
choir and Bishop Rachel as speaker. All are welcome. 

Have your say: Visit Facebook /Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, 
follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 
Gloucester.anglican.org 



Saturday 29th 
September 

 The Good Shepherd 
Broadwell from 10am 

 A Display of Harvest Flowers 
and Produce  

Refreshments served 10 – 2pm 
Craft stall and Fair Trade stall 

Sunday 30th September 
United Parish Harvest Festival 

@ 10.30am 
With Bring and share lunch 

 



                Family fun, faith and food! 

For children, young people and parents/carers to come together. 

 

Once a month, 4 – 6pm on a Saturday afternoon at St John’s Primary Academy, Bowen’s 

Hill Road, Coleford. 

 

Mustard Tree has been running now for 2 years and like Mustard Seed it has grown slowly into a regular, 

lively, inclusive and fun event which attracts on average 25 – 30 adults and children.  It is essentially a 

family occasion welcoming nought – nineties; babies, children, teenagers, adults and senior citizens.  

Our age range is currently 15 months – 75 years!  Alongside worship and a range of activities on a 

theme the high point is the shared family meal where we all sit down together and chat, laugh, share and 

eat.  The format is flexible but is generally a short period of worship followed by crafts, games and a 

whole range of fun activities and the meal! 

 

Wendy Williams together with a small team of helpers plans the events.  Among the team we have 

teachers, youth workers, carers, musicians and parents.  Increasingly as time has gone on parents and 

children have taken ownership of the event and help with activities, cooking and creative ideas.   

 

Mustard Tree is run as a Fresh Expression of Church reaching out into the community under the 

guidance of The Mid-Wyedean Churches. 

 

Wendy is a locally licenced lay minister who also has experience as a Head Teacher in a Special Needs 

school, catering in a small hotel and is a retired director of Options supported holidays for adults with 

disabilities. 

 

The dates for our Autumn sessions are as follows: 

 

Saturday 20th October & Saturday 8th December where we will be performing our Christmas play – 

‘Galactic Birth!’ 

 

Please come along and join us for an afternoon of fun.   

 

For more details please contact Alison Stuttard – Parish Co-ordinator of the Mid-Wyedean Churches  

01594 368849 or email office.midwyedean@gmail.com 

 
 



 

 

 

Autumn News 

from the Shalom Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leading Sunday Worship at Alyburton 
Methodist 

Church on Sunday 14th October 
For more information visit the Shalom Group website  
http://www.shalomgroups.org.uk/ 
or email: contact@shalomgroups.org.uk 
 

http://www.shalomgroups.org.uk/
mailto:contact@shalomgroups.org.uk


 

Church on the Street is still a collection point for the Forest Food Bank so any donations would be 

gratefully received.  Due to the School Summer Holidays their resources are very depleted as more 

families were dependant on the food bank to feed their families. 

It really does make a difference to families so please take a look at the list below and see if you can 

possibly buy a few extra items and bring them along to the Church on the Street.  Thank you! 

Tinned soup         Noodles 
Rice ready meals       Instant Pasta Meal 
Tinned Tomatoes      Tinned vegetables 
Sponge Puddings      Tinned Fish 
Tinned Meat       Tinned Potatoes 
Dried Potatoes (smash)     Tea 
Biscuits       Cereal 
Pasta        Tinned Custard 
Sugar        Toiletries 
Chocolate snacks      Crisps 
UHT Milk       Jam 
 
 
Rachel who runs A Fair Deal Locally at Church on the Street has offered 10% off any food items that you 
buy from her for the Food Bank (excluding any other discounts).  You can then pop them into the box in 
the meeting room!   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Forest of Dean Baby Bank is also looking for donations – if you are able to help please bring any items 
down to the Church on the Street and we will ensure that we pass them on to the Baby bank. 

Many Thanks 

Baby milk all varieties        Nappies all size (loose nappies as-well) 
Wet wipes        Baby food in jars 
Snacks        Nappy cream  
Baby bath       Baby lotion 
Baby oil        Baby shampoo 

Breast pads (open packs are fine)    Sanitary products  
Nipple cream        Dummies (new packs only)  
Bottles (new packs only)      Teething gel  
Prem clothes 

All donations are great fully received thank you for all your support the baby bank can only keep running if we 
keep getting donations 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Information and contact details for: 

Ministry Team: 
Vicar: 
Revd. Sarah Bick, The Vicarage, 40 Boxbush Road, Coleford, GL16 8DN.  Tel: 01594 835476 email:   
sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
(Sarah has returned from Maternity leave and is working part time - Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays until 
January 2019) 
Associate Minister: 
The Revd. Alan Wearmouth, “Windhover”, Broadwell Bridge, Broadwell.  Tel: 01594 832660 Email:   
alanw22uk@yahoo.co.uk 

Licenced Readers: 
Chris Howell 
Mark Bick 
Denise Hogan 

Parish Wardens 
Sarah Codd Tel: 07759693213 Email:   sarahacodd@gmail.com Susan Sparkes
 Tel: 01594 837987 Email:   ashvillegss@gmail.com 

Treasurer & Secretary 
Treasurer:  Edwina Bell Tel: 07766857752 Email:  edwina.bell@btinternet.com 
Secretary:  Alison Stuttard Tel: 01594 369849 Email:  office.midwyedean@gmail.com 

Parish Office: 
Parish Co-ordinator:   Alison Stuttard 
Tel: 01594 369849 Email:  office.midwyedean@gmail.com 

The Parish office is open Monday – Thursday 9 - 1pm.  The Parish Coordinator is normally in the office Monday – 
Thursday afternoons until 4pm but may sometimes be out dealing with Parish business. 

The Parish website is:  http://www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk/ 

Forest Fire Magazine: 
Please send any articles or information for inclusion in the Forest Fire Magazine to our editor Rob Rivers:  
forestfiremwd@hotmail.com 
Publication date will normally be on or around 15th of the month. 

Safeguarding: 
Nominated Person 
Mark Bick Tel:  01594 836418 Email: mark@markbick.co.uk Mob: 07815 459468 

If Mark is unavailable and you want an alternative contact then please contact: 

Rev’d Sarah Bick Tel: 01594 835476 Email:   sarah@thebickerage.org.uk 
Rev’d Alan Wearmouth Tel: 01594 832660 Email:  alanw22uk@yahoo.co.uk 
Mrs Alison Stuttard Tel: 01594 368849 Email:  office.midwyedean@gmail.com 

If none of the above is available please contact: 
Judith Knight at Church House, Gloucester: Tel:  01452 835526 
Other useful numbers: 
 

 
 
 

• Action on Elder Abuse Helpline:  0808 808 8141 

• National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0808 2000 247 

• FODDC Older and Vulnerable Lead Officer: Lena Maller 
 01594 812609 or lena.maller@fdean.gov.uk 

Help for children and young people: 
 
Childline:  0800 1111 
 
Help for adults concerned about a
child (NSPCC) 
 
Help and advice:  0808 800 5000 
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