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Welcome to the second edition of the digital òForest Fireó. I hope that anybody who 

wants to remain up -to -date with the goings -on in our Mid -Wyedean Churches but 

who canõt receive the digital version has an order sheet to return to the Parish Office. 

Our a pproach at the moment is to provide a basic, reduced copy free on request 

and to provide full printed copies at cost (including, exceptionally, full colour copies).  

Elsewhere in this issue you will find a short article about our United Parish Services ð do 

please read and respond if you wish. It is always terribly frustrating when faithful 

worshippers say things like, òI didnõt realise we had a plan to these servicesó and if this 

is in any way due to our poor communication this is an attempt to correct tha t. 

In our PCC meetings we have tried to make room to be able to discuss things of 

importance to our future and to our mission by sending out the basic information items 

to PCC members in plenty of time for them to read them, think about them, pray 

about th em and come to the meeting with questions or comments ready if there is 

anything needing discussion. Otherwise, we can carry on to plan for the future. Forest 

Fire can help to keep everybody informed about these things.  

Our LCC meetings are an important pa rt of both keeping the Parish together and 

making sure that every C hurch and worshipping community is aware of what is going 

on and has the opportunity to help shape the Parish agenda and spending plans, for 

example. They sometimes deal with things like pa tterns of worship and plans for the 

future care of the bu ilding, and the reports from these meetings are taken to the PCC 

on every occasion.  

Thanks to everybody for your responses to the first issue of the revised Forest Fire. Iõm 

sure that you will all be  as pleased as I am to think that soon Sarah will be back with us 

in her leadership position (although, to be honest, it has been a great comfort to know 

that sheõs already well aware of whatõs going on). In our next issue weõll let you all 

know how sheõs going to manage her return to work.  

Thank you all for all your hard work in the meantime.  

God Bless, 

Alan.  

Articles, Letters and Comments  

Elsewhere in this edition you will find a provocative article written by a group of 

prominent Christians including Bis hop Curry who preached at the recent Royal 

Wedding. This is included because one of our Church members felt that it needed a 

wider airing than it might otherwise have got amongst our readers. With the digital 

nature of Forest Fire there is unlimited room f or your response or opinion so please feel 

free to write something for Forest Fire and send it to forestfiremwd@hotmail.com  I 

hope to see in future a number of such debates around issues which are of great 

significance to our world.     Alan.   

mailto:forestfiremwd@hotmail.com


Service information 
 

Date 
24th June 1st July 8th  July 15th July 22nd  July 29th July 

All Saints 
Newland 

No Service 

United Parish Service 

St Peterôs Church 

Clearwell 

Patronal Service 

10.30am 

All Welcome 

Please note that this is 

the only service in the 

Parish today 

9.30am 

Eucharist 
4pm Evening 

Prayer 
No Service No Service 

All Saints 
Staunton 9.30am 

Eucharist 
No Service No Service 

9.30am 

Eucharist 

4pm Evening 

Prayer 

Followed by 

LCC 

St Johnôs @ 
St Margaret 
Mary 

9.30am 

Service of the 

Word 

9.30am 

Service of the 

Word 

9.30am 

Eucharist 

9.30am 

Service of the 

Word 

9.30am 

Eucharist 

 

Good 
Shepherd, 
Broadwell 

11am 

Eucharist 
11am 

Eucharist 

11am Service 

of the Word 

Followed by 

LCC 

11am 

Eucharist 
11am Service 

of the Word 

St Peterôs 
Clearwell 11am Service 

of the Word 
11am Service 

of the Word 

11am 

Eucharist 

Followed by 

LCC 

11am Service 

of the Word 
11am 

Eucharist 

St Saviourôs 
Redbrook 

4pm Eucharist 
4pm All age 

worship 
No Service 4pm Eucharist No Service 

Please note that there may be some changes to these services so please check our website if 
you are not sure. 

All Saints, Newland (also known as the Cathedral of the Forest), 

All Saints, Staunton, 

The Good Shepherd, Broadwell, 

St John the Evangelist, Coleford which was closed for public worship in September 2016. The 
Congregation now worships at the Roman Catholic Church, St Margaret Mary, in the town. 

St Peterôs, Clearwell (a very popular Wedding venue) and St Saviourôs Redbrook. 

  



United Parish Services  

Every now and again we give up our normal service pattern (which has become very 

regular and, hopefully, clear each month) to meet together as one Parish. We (and all 

service patterns are agreed between the PCC and the Incumbent) realise that this 

causes some disruption and may cause some difficulty for a few of our worshippers. 

We continuously keep this under consideration (it was discussed in depth at a recent 

EMEP meeting) a nd it may be a good time to remind everybody of the principles 

which underpin these services.  We tried having one a month and we at one time in 

the past tried a variation on the theme on every fifth Sunday. Every fifth Sunday only 

gives us four a year and  we have no way of matching these to significant Church 

events. Once every month has advantages but in general the reaction from regular 

worshippers was that this was too much. Now the pattern is to have roughly five or six 

a year (the lack of precision is  due to special events like the visit of our Bishop, the 

Baptism of Isaac or similar special events in the life of the Church).  

These services are usually as follows: one on Palm Sunday (Newland); one to mark St 

Peterõs patronal festival (Clearwell); one to mark All Saints Day (Staunton); one for 

Harvest (Broadwell); one for the Sunday after Christmas (also Broadwell)(to help with 

Clergy availability and to allow a period of reflection after all the various Christmas 

services). If those five are all we need  thatõs all we have but often we find we have 

reason to have another joint service. Why do we have any, let alone five or six? Well, 

for one reason they serve to reinforce our common identity as the Mid -Wyedean 

Churches ð an identity which works to the adv antage of every one of our Churches 

from time to time. Such services allow us to put our musical and other resources 

together to worship in a slightly different and often very rewarding manner; certainly, 

many who attended have spoken with approval of the Palm Sunday and the more 

recent Baptism joint services, including several visitors to those particular occasions. 

This is because there are more of us, enjoying fellowship and supporting each other. 

The joint services offer us opportunities to enjoy both p articular events in the Churchõs 

year and each of our buildings. If we manage to attract non -regular attendees  to 

these services they give a more lively and encouraging picture of the life of our 

Church.  

Whenever a particular Church òlosesó a service Alison, who compiles our rota, always 

tries to make up for this as soon as possible but we canõt control where the joint 

services appear in the calendar. We know that some Church buildings are less 

accessible than others; some are colder in winter than others; some have toilet 

facilities, others donõt; some lend themselves more easily to bigger occasions and in 

the case of St Margaret Mary although most of us enjoy (and Iõm sure everybody 

appreciates) the hospitality offered by our Catholic friends we know that some of us 

are not comfortable with celebrating the Eucharist in a Catholic Church. This makes it 

very difficult to hold a Joint Service there, but otherwise we aim to visit each Church 

building at least once on these occasions.  

I would personally like to see everybody committing to attending these important 

moments in our Parish worship, not least because I think you would enjoy them. 

However, I am sure that to restrict our willingness to worship to one building or one 

time does a disservice to the God who m we meet to worship.    Alan.  

 

 

 



Dates for your Diaries!!  

Regular Mid - Wyedean Events 

  

Mondays 

4th Monday of the month @ 2.30pm Memory Café at 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ сŀ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ  

Tuesdays 

1s & 3rd ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ нǇƳ Ψ5ƛƎƎƛƴƎ 

5ŜŜǇŜǊΩ ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘreet. 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month @ 2.30pm CAMEO 

meet at The Good Shepherd, Broadwell.  All 

welcome! 

2nd & 4th ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ нǇƳ ΨtǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ 

!ǊǘΩ ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ  

There is Morning Prayer @ 8.15am each Tuesday 

at All Saints Church, Newland.  

 

For Digging Deeper and Prophetic Art please call 

Miriam on 07765 111405 to book your place. 

Wednesdays 

 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month @ 10am ς Knit and 

Natter at Church on the Street.  All welcome!  

There is Morning Prayer each Wednesday @ 8.30am  at 

The Good Shepherd, Broadwell. 

 

Thursdays 

2nd Thursday of the month Ϫ нΦолǇƳ Ψ!ƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

ƴƻǿΩ ƳŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ IƻƳŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ Tufthorn 

Community Room, High Nash.  All Welcome. 

Craft Club runs each Thursday @ 1.30pm at The 

Good Shepherd, Broadwell 

 

Fridays 

1st Friday of the month 

2nd Friday of the month @ 11am Clearwell Home 

Communion @ 1 Church Road, Clearwell.  All welcome. 

3rd Friday of the month 

4th Friday of the month @ 11am Clearwell House group 

@ 1 Church Road, Clearwell.  All Welcome. 

Saturdays  

3rd Saturday of the month @ 10am Coffee and 

chat @ St Margaret Mary Hall, High Nash.  All 

Welcome.   

21st July @ 4.30pm Mustard Tree meet @ St 

WƻƘƴΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΦ 

http://bakesaleflyers.com/free-bake-sale-flyer-template/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Other Regular Events  

Monday 

2nd Monday of month - Coffee Break 10.30 - 12 at Baptist Church, contact Maureen 

Etherington on 836303 for more details. 

Wednesday 

1st Wednesday of the month - Great Oaks Hospice, Open Coffee Morning, 10.00-12 noon, 

coffee and chat, for more information 01594 811910 

Weekly on a Wednesday - Walk for Health Initiative, start 10.15 - 10.30 am, approx 1 hour, 

more details contact Diane Garner on 01594 810321. 

St Margaret Mary's church hall - High Nash - Busy bees parent/carer toddler group meet.  

Sessions held every Wednesday at 9.30 - 11.00 am, activities for ages 0-5 years, £1 donation, 

all welcome. 

Friday 

Coleford Baptist church - Tiggies - carers and toddlers group:-  Meet Friday mornings from 

10.00 am to 12.00 pm during term time. Only £1 per family.  For further info contact Donna 

Saunders on 01594 832278 - colefordbaptists.org.   

This is a chance for mums, dads, grandparents or carers to meet in the large hall, play and 

craft activities and offer drinks for the adults, fruit and milk for the children. 

Saturday 

Last Saturday of the month - Monthly Charity Coffee Morning at Coalway Methodist Church 

Hall, 10.30 am, all welcome. 

Upcoming events  

14th and 15th July ï Coleford Music Festival.  We will be serving Refreshments and cakes at 

Church on the Street on both afternoons and will have a Craft Fair in the meeting room on the 

Sunday afternoon. 

  

Friends of All Saint s Chur ch, Staunton  

The I naugural meeting of the Friends of 

All Saints.  Church , Staunton  will tak e 

place from  6pm onwards on Friday 6 th  

July  at Staunton Village Hall.  

Please come along to see the Architect's 

drawings for proposed I mprovement s 

and facilities at the Church and an 

exhibition of some of the histori cal 

treasures of Staunton .  All Welcome ! 



 

In the days of online shopping with companies such as Eden and Amazon people may wonder why 
open a Christian bookshop, after all you can get everything you need online, but can you? 

You could argue that this could also apply to sermons, you can find a sermon online for almost any 
occasion so why bother with clergy? 

For people who shop on line, and I am one of them, the internet is a great tool - you know what you 
want and you can get it quickly and cheaply. The downside to the internet is if you are unsure what 
you want, for example if you are looking for your child's first bible, there are literally hundreds out 
there and as with all things some are better than others. You might need to consider the artwork, the 
size of the print, the difficulty of the words, board book or paper pages, the accuracy of the translation 
the size of the bible or bible storybook.  

All the information you require may well be online but that is not the same as holding the book and 
checking these things out personally. In addition you can discuss your requirements with people who 
have experience of working in the Christian Trade environment. 

It may be that what you are looking for is not in the shop at the time you visit but we can usually 
either get the item for you or provide an alternative solution for you. 

One of the best parts of working in a Christian Bookshop is looking at the faces of a new Christian 
buying their first bible, we are here to help in that decision making process, does your church 
recommend a particular version, do you want personal size, standard size or large size, can you cope 
with smaller print or large print - there are lots of things to consider. Your first bible is special, it makes 
sense to come and view it, hold it, not just take a chance online. 

There is a belief that things are cheaper on line compared to your local bookshop and on first glance 
that may look true however consider this.  In our shop we have the NIV Zondervan Study Bible priced 
at £39.99, the same price as Amazon and Eden but you have to pay them by card and if you use your 
credit card you can add a further percentage to you bill unless you clear your balance every month. 

The point I am making is that it is not always cheaper to buy online. For Bulk orders the shop has the 
ability to try to negotiate a better price for the items which is passed on to the customer. We recently 
supplied a local church with children's Good News Bibles and managed to get a £5 reduction per bible 
on that order. 

We can talk about other lines that we stock in a different article but I just want to say that we see an 
abundance of people who are not necessarily church goers, we speak to people with no faith, lapsed 
faith and even different faiths, they come in looking for items because they have been invited to a 
Christian event like a wedding or baptism. Others come in just to ask questions or ask for prayer. 

It seems that some individuals feel happier talking to a 'shopkeeper' than going into a church 

Our role is to provide affordable Christian materials to Christians and non Christians.  Everybody is 
welcome in the King of Kings and we would encourage you to support us.  

Every Blessing Steve 

 

 



Episcopal Visitation and Admission of Churchwardens 

St Stephens Church, Cinderford 

On May 16th, Alison Stuttard (Parish Co-ordinator), Sarah Codd (Churchwarden ) and Sue 
Sparkes (newly elected Churchwarden) all of the Mid-Wyedean Group of parishes, were 
invited to a special service at St Stephens Cinderfordééan Episcopal Visitation and 
Admission of Churchwardens from several of the Deaneries across the Gloucester Diocese. 

Leading the service were Bishop Rachel and Bishop Robert and the Venerable Phil Andrew, 
Archdeacon of Cheltenhamé 

Alison and Sarah were slightly nervous. Theyôd been asked by Bishop Robert to answer some 
questions about projects in our group of parishes. Sue, free from responsibility, was just 
delighted to be there and looking forward to the proceedings. 

On entering the church, we were all overwhelmed by the warmth of the welcome, the buzz of 
networking and the lovely smell of sausage rolls! A buffet reception was to follow the service. 
The warmth extended to our pew, where under floor heating was so efficient that we were 
actually too hoté.in a churché.amazing! 

An inspiring service was led by Bishop Rachel and her óChargeô centred on the diocesan 
mission, LIFE, a clever acronym for Leadership, Imagination, Faith and Engagement. In 
talking about all these four areas of mission, Bishop Rachel emphasised the importance of lay 
ministry in all its diversity to ensure the continued LIFE of the churché.outside our church 
buildings as much as within them. All who follow Jesus Christ have a part, however small, to 
play in spreading the Gospel of hope in our communities. Through working together, Bishop 
Rachel was confident that we could find creative new ways to engage with those around us 
and share our message of hope. She urged us to commit to Parish Share so that the church 
could continue to fund the important work its mission requires us to do, and she thanked 
everyone for their hard work in looking after its buildings and its people. 

Bishop Robert then led a short session which focused on three Forest parishes which had 
come up with innovative projects to open the doors of their churches to the communities they 
serve: Mid-Wyedean, St Maryôs Newent and St Stephens Cinderford 

Firstly, Sarah and Alison were asked about the challenge in Mid-Wyedean to be a United 
parish with six distinct churches and worshipping communities. They had attended a course 
called Thrive and from this,  our parish was invited to take part in an exciting new initiativeé..a 
pilot for Effective Ministry in Every Parish ( EMEP).  A group from Mid-Wyedean undertook 
training and were commissioned as local ministers on Palm Sunday 2017. This initiative has 
provided a local minister for each worshipping community, including our school based group, 
Mustard Tree. This means that our pattern of Sunday worship can be maintained with each 
local minister taking a Service of the Word on Sundays when there is no Eucharist. 

The team meets monthly to discuss pastoral issues and in some parishes the local minister 
chairs the Local Church Council meeting. 

In answer to Bishop Robertôs question about the challenging impact of the closing of St Johnôs 
Church, Alison was able to speak eloquently about the Church on the Street ( COTS) and 
how, by not allowing ourselves to be beaten by adversity, the opening of a shop in the centre 
of Coleford had produced some very positive outcomes. COTS is now central to the parish in 
terms of administration, organising and coordinating events and providing a neutral space for 
community coffee mornings, Knit and Natter, Memory Café, fundraising events. The groups 
are supported by the local community engagement team and run by members of St Johnôs 
and the Baptist Church congregations. Itôs proving very successful. The shop is shared with 
King of Kings Christian bookshop and Fair-trade products and this enhances its community 
appeal.  



Simon Mason from St Maryôs Newent then talked about a theatre production called ó Timelessô 
,  written by their musical director and her daughter and originally performed in 2002 by 
members of St Maryôs and other local churches. The purpose of the production was to give a 
gospel message in two acts. Act one showed humanityôs need for God and Act Two portrayed 
Jesus entering our experience and bringing new life.  

It was revived in 2016 with a God-given inspirational outcome. This time round the church 
members were involved as before but the cast was expanded to include people who were not 
churchgoers, some of whom had disabilities and learning difficulties. The Timeless family grew 
very close during the rehearsals and performances. The important thing about it was not only 
the opportunity to give the gospel message to the hundreds who came to see it, but also many 
of those who took part had their faith renewed or came to faith for the first time.  

Since then, many young people have been involved in Youth Alpha and are leading a new 
service called óThe 4ô due to start soon. 

Rachel Witham and Karen Jones from St Stephens Cinderford, then spoke about the impact 
of a Dementia Awareness course they attended. They realised how dementia affects peopleôs 
perception of their surroundings and as a result they instigated an audit of the church building. 
Changes were made to make the building dementia friendly. A ramp, clear signage, and a 
newly painted toilet with bright two tone colours made all the difference, not just for people 
with dementia but for all users of the building. Small changes, big impact. Rachel and Karen 
said that the course had totally revolutionised their understanding of dementia and they 
recommended that members from all churches should attend one. 

The service continued with the Admission of Churchwardens led by the diocesan registrar, in 
which Churchwardens are invited to declare their intention to discharge their duties faithfully 
and diligently. The Churchwarden at St Stephens then led us in prayer and the service 
concluded with the LIFE prayer and a blessing by Bishop Rachel. 

It was wonderful to be in a packed church with everyone praying, singing and learning 
together. We all left full of joy and hope , good ideas and excellent sausage rolls! 

The LIFE Prayer 

God of hope and transformation  

Who  in our Lord Jesus Christ 

offers the gift of life in all its fullness, 

send your Holy Spirit and grant us joy in our following and vision in our leadership. 

May we be rich in imagination, confident in faith and courageous in our engagement 

with  the people and places of this diocese.  

As we share your life with the world, keep us rooted and grounded in love. 

As we bear witness to your glory, we pray for your kingdom to come. 

Amen 

  



What should church leaders do when politicians ignore truth, justice and 

morality?  

We live in challenging times where 
political leaders seem more and more 
willing to directly lie, to use racial 
prejudice and to discriminate against the 
weak or vulnerable for political gain. We 
are discovering that oppression based 
on race, gender identity or class has 
been covered up and we are hearing 
people put forward a philosophy of ñour 
country firstò.  Even in the UK some 
leaders are claiming to do these things 
as Christians. It can be easy to either be 
swept along with all this, or to stay quiet 
hoping that it will go away.   

"When politics undermines our theology, we must examine that politics. The churchôs 
role is to change the world through the life and love of Jesus Christ. The governmentôs 
role is to serve the common good by protecting justice and peace, rewarding good 
behaviour while restraining bad behaviour (Romans 13). When that role is undermined 
by political leadership, faith leaders must stand up and speak out." 

This is a quote from a statement put out by some prominent Christian leaders in the USA 
including Bishop Michael Curry, who preached at the Royal Wedding. Their statement 
explains very clearly why these things are not OK for people who are Christians, who seek to 
follow the teachings and example of Jesus - it is targeted at the USA but most of it is also very 
relevant to the UK.  

 

A short summary is given below, but I would recommend seeing the whole 
video or reading the whole text at the following web site.  

http://www.reclaimingjesus.org 

 

It would be good for us to discuss these issues further as a local church.  

Mark Bick - Pioneer Reader   May 2018  

  

http://www.reclaimingjesus.org/


Reclaiming Jesus 
A Confession of Faith in a Time of Crisis 

We are living through perilous and polarizing times as a nation, with a dangerous crisis of 

moral and political leadership at the highest levels of our government and in our churches. We 

believe the soul of the nation and the integrity of faith are now at stake. 

It is time to be followers of Jesus before anything elseðnationality, political party, race, 

ethnicity, gender, geography. Our identity in Christ precedes every other identity. When 

politics undermines our theology, we must examine that politics. The churchôs role is to 

change the world through the life and love of Jesus Christ. The governmentôs role is to serve 

the common good by protecting justice and peace. When that role is undermined by political 

leadership, faith leaders must stand up and speak out. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, 

ñThe church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of the state, but rather 

the conscience of the state.ò 

It is often the duty of Christian leaders, especially elders, to speak the truth in love to our 

churches and to name and warn against temptations, racial and cultural captivities, false 

doctrines, and political idolatriesðand even our complicity in them. We do so here with 

humility, prayer, and a deep dependency on the grace and Holy Spirit of God.  

Jesus is Lord. That is our foundational confession. If Jesus is Lord, then Caesar was notð nor 

any other political ruler since. We pray, ñThy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heavenò (Matthew 6:10). Our faith is personal but never private, meant not only for heaven 

but for this earth.  

Applying what ñJesus is Lordò means today is the message we commend as elders to our 

churches. We pray that we, as followers of Jesus, will find the depth of faith to match the 

danger of our political crisis.  

The present crisis calls us to go deeperðdeeper into our relationship to God; into our 

relationships with each other, especially across racial, ethic, and national lines; and into our 

relationships with the most vulnerable, who are at greatest risk.  

We need to recover the power of confessing our faith. Lament, repent, and then repair. If 

Jesus is Lord, there is always space for grace. We believe it is time to speak and to act in faith 

and conscience, not because of politics, but because we are disciples of Jesus Christðto 

whom be all authority, honor, and glory. He is the light in our darkness. ñI am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of lifeò (John 8:12).  

Signed: Bishop Carroll A. Baltimore, Rev. Dr. Peter Borgdorff, Dr. Amos Brown, Rev. Dr. 

Walter Brueggemann, Dr. Tony Campolo, Dr. Iva Carruthers, Bishop Michael Curry, Rev. Dr. 

James Forbes, Rev. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, Dr. Cynthia Hale, Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm, 

Rev. Dr. Joel Hunter, Rev. Dr. Jo Anne Lyon, Bishop Vashti McKenzie, Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, 

Jr., Dr. John Perkins, Bishop Lawrence Reddick, Fr. Richard Rohr, Dr. Ron Sider, Rev. Jim 

Wallis, Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, Bishop Will Willimon  

 

I. WE BELIEVE each human being is made in Godôs image and likeness. Racial bigotry is 
a brutal denial of the image of God in some of the children of God.  

THEREFORE, WE REJECT the resurgence of white nationalism and racism in our nation 

on many fronts, including the highest levels of political leadership. We reject white supremacy 

and commit ourselves to help dismantle the systems and structures that perpetuate white 

preference and advantage. Any doctrines or political strategies that use racist resentments, 

fears, or language must be named as public sin. 



 

II. WE BELIEVE we are one body. In Christ, there is to be no oppression based on race, 

gender, identity, or class.  

THEREFORE, WE REJECT misogyny, the mistreatment, violent abuse, sexual 

harassment, and assault of women being further revealed in our culture and politics, including 

in our churches, and the oppression of any other child of God. 

III. WE BELIEVE how we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the stranger, the sick, 

and the prisoner is how we treat Christ himself.  

THEREFORE, WE REJECT the language and policies of political leaders who would 

debase and abandon the most vulnerable children of God. We strongly deplore the growing 

attacks on immigrants and refugees; we wonôt accept the neglect of the well-being of low-

income families and children. 

IV. WE BELIEVE that truth is morally central to our personal and public lives. Jesus 

promises, ñYou will know the truth, and the truth will set you freeò (John 8:32).  

THEREFORE, WE REJECT the practice and pattern of lying that is invading our political 

and civil life. The normalization of lying presents a profound moral danger to the fabric of 

society. 

V. WE BELIEVE that Christôs way of leadership is servanthood, not domination. We 

support democracy, not because we believe in human perfection, but because we do not.  

THEREFORE, WE REJECT any moves toward autocratic political leadership and 

authoritarian rule. We believe authoritarian political leadership is a theological danger 

threatening democracy and the common goodðand we will resist it. 

VI. WE BELIEVE Jesus when he tells us to go into all nations making disciples. Our 

churches and our nations are part of an international community whose interests always 

surpass national boundaries. We in turn should love and serve the world and all its inhabitants 

rather than to seek first narrow nationalistic prerogatives.  

THEREFORE, WE REJECT ñAmerica firstò as a theological heresy for followers of Christ. 
While we share a patriotic love for our country, we reject xenophobic or ethnic nationalism that 

places one nation over others as a political goal. 

 

Full statement and resources available at ReclaimingJesus.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June News from the Shalom Groups 

 

 

 

June dates: 

 

Cinderford Shalom 

will be meeting on Wednesday 

6th June at St. Stephen's Church in Cinderford - 7.30pm to 9pm 

20th June at St. Stephen's Church in Cinderford - 7.30pm to 9pm 

 

Christchurch Shalom 

will be meeting on Thursday 

14th June at Christchurch C of E in Christchurch. 7.30pm to 9pm. 

28th June at Christchurch C of E in Christchurch. 7.30pm to 9pm 

 

You are welcome to come along and join in on one of the regular 

evenings. 

 

 



Tuesdays 12th & 26th June                                        Tuesdays 5th & 19th June  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Church Services 

 

 

  



Churches Pilgrimage  

Sunday 20 th May 2018.  

Fabulous companionship, glorious walks and 

interspersed with calm, prayerful church 

services. 

A report by Sarah Codd, photos by John Simmons.  

 

Nick Penny waved us off and 
we departed Staunton with a 
spring in our steps and the 
sun on our backs. Through 
the village we trotted, Isaac 
bouncing along in his pram, 
passing the wild ponies and 
a scurrying wood mouse. We 
chatted and walked across 
the green valleys and then 
down into a tiny overgrown 
path, bashing our way 
through the nettles and 
brambles (I regretted wearing shorts here) finally bursting out onto the Redbrook road. The 
yellow safety jacket was put to good use as we walked down the road for a little while then 
back off into lanes to Redbrook Church. Isaac and Sarah met us there for a service and a 
welcome cup of tea by Richard. John contemplated eating his sandwich but foolishly I talked 
him out of it ï something we were to regret later on the energy sapping climb back up to 
Newland!  

For the next leg, Mark left us in the capable hands of Richard and his phone navigationé.. 
small hiccup (but no panic) when there was no signal in Redbrook!! The hill out of Newland is 
steep but shady so we put our heads down and powered up (with a brief stop to leave a gift at 
the óFairy Treeô ).  This route provided us with a deer carcass and many appallingly cheesy 
óNo eye deerô jokes which kept us going to the top and light headed with hunger (remembering 

the sandwiches) we then embarked upon 
some ridiculous ideas for the origins of 
French Lane- the ancient deep, dark lane 
we were wandering downé. Is it true that 
this was the scene of a French invasion? Or 
is a local called Monsieur BobbleAt buried 
there? Finally after a chat with the bald 
chickens in Laundry Lane and a last gasp 
vertical scrabble up Savage Hill we 
gratefully spied Newland church. Richardôs 
knee was beginning to complain about all 
the hill climbing but he pushed through the 
pain (lying down wasnôt really an option as 
we were all too tired and intent on lunch to 
carry him!... and our first aid kit was the 

compact variety.. (about the size of a robinôs egg) and definitely didnôt contain a knee brace)   



We enjoyed a Eucharist 
service with Bea in the 
delicious cool church then 
wandered out to join another 
party of walkers to sit on the 
steps of the monument and 
savour a well-earned lunch. 
Mark re-joined us as group 
leader & refreshed and 
rejuvenated we set off down 
the village where to our 
astonishment, we 
encountered Miss England (it 
was definitely her; she had 
the sash to prove it!) sat on 
the bench at the end of another ancient lane. John proved his worth as official photographer 
and documented this incredible event with an elegant snapshot! We didnôt get chance to 
discover the name of this other deep, dark lane as we were too preoccupied with listening for 
oncoming cyclists.  

Our pilgrimage had coincided with the route 
for the óWild Boar Chaseô ride organised by 
the local Lions and cyclists grimly clinging to 
their bikes and braking wildly were bouncing 
down the cobbles towards us on the ravine 
sided track. Thankfully we only encountered 6 
of these crazy people but the threat of the 
imminent approach of more was enough to 
keep us on our toes, ready to dive into the 
hedge at the slightest sound! Richard by this 
time was grimacing at every incline as his 
knee threatened to give up so thankfully no 
sudden moves were required. We emerged 
from this cool lane to golden sunshine as we 
walked along the edge of fields of newly sown 
crops encountering an embalmed, dried out 
hare and just one perfect, undamaged 
speckled pheasant wing é without the 
pheasant. A couple of stiles led us to the lane 

above Clearwell church where Isaac was napping contently so we whispered our service and 
tiptoed out to the sunshine for healthy fruit snacks é a banana for John and strawberry 
pencils for Emily and I. Richard waved us off from the church steps as the final leg of our 
journey beckoned.  

We ambled past the cemetery chapel where we were tooted at and cheered on by a passing 
Reverend (Alan Wearmouth), then climbing up into the woods, through the edge of Sling, 
winding our way past Parkend Walk, famously civilly engineered by John Simmons, then 
along to Darkhill Ironworks onto the cycle path then a hands and knees scramble to the woods 
alongside Fetter Hill then through Coalway, following the power lines all the way to the 
substation at Foxôs Lane. One last pant across the Common by this time red faced, heat 
crazed and gasping we made it into the Good Shepherd where 3 angels named Rosemary, 
Lesley and Jane awaited us with tea and a choice of THREE delectable homemade 
delicacies. Oh what a happy band of pilgrims we were to sit down and eat cake!! 


