


For this month’s letter, I thought you might want to read extracts from Bishop 
Rachel’s sermon from her inauguration service.  It was a special occasion as 
receiving a new bishop always is, but of course, also an historic occasion as 
+Rachel is the first ever Diocesan Bishop in the Church of England.  

She writes about how we live our Christian lives everyday - which is wonderful 
as I already hoped this could be our focus in the parish for the coming months.   
Sarah

I am truly excited about the adventure ahead, not least getting to 
know this amazing part of the country which is unfamiliar 
territory. 

Although the name of Gloucester was not unfamiliar to me (I’d 
like to say that’s due to my familiarity with rugby, but sadly that’s 
not true and I’ve got a lot to learn - so it’s good to be arriving at the 
same time as the World Cup)! 

The name of the City of Gloucester is actually familiar to me from 
my childhood - Not only the Beatrix Potter story of the Tailor of Gloucester but also that nursery 
rhyme when we splashed in puddles: 

Dr Foster went to Gloucester in a shower of rain 
He stepped in a puddle, right up to his middle, and never went there again. 

As I recently recalled those words amidst some rather persistent rain, it made me want to know the 
origin of the rhyme. And I discovered that the rhyme is believed to be connected with Edward Ist 
in the 13th century. He supposedly travelled to Gloucester, fell off his horse into a puddle and 
refused to return to the city. I suppose that was out of a sense of anger and humiliation - perhaps 
fearful of what others would think of him given his status. 

At the start of my ministry here as bishop it is very important to remember that I am a flawed 
human being - just as you are. We have all stumbled and fallen numerous times throughout our 
lives, and will continue to do so. And one of my hopes as I come here as bishop is that we will be 
willing to be vulnerable with one another - Not to hide our human weaknesses or to see ourselves 
as above others, but rather to respect and value one another in our different roles and lives, and 
enable one another to get up again and again, knowing God’s love and forgiveness. 

But back to that nursery rhyme: Why tell this rhyme to children? 

Well, it has been said that many years ago before modern roads, this rhyme was a warning to 
children that what might appear to be a shallow puddle could in fact be much deeper. 

And suddenly that rhyme seemed to connect with what I want to say today because I want to focus 
on the waters of baptism:  

What might look merely like a trickle on the forehead or even a plunge in a font or baptismal pool, 
is actually much deeper than we might expect. 

Thank you Fergus and Amaya for greeting me at the font and sprinkling me with water, because 
unlike that puddle in the nursery rhyme, the waters of baptism are not waters to flee and to never 
go near again… although they are risky. And the Greek word from which we get the word baptism 
can be translated as ‘to drown.’ 
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In recent months that word has extra poignancy as the media continue to bring stories of people 
drowning at sea in their efforts to flee their homelands. A few months ago I was struck by a scene 
of people escaping Eritrea, singing hymns on a crowded boat as they sought a new life. And they 
were singing in praise of their God whose life is stronger than death. 

And that takes us back to the drowning of baptism. 

Not a drowning to be feared or mourned, but an invitation to life stronger than death. 

In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth which we heard read today, we are reminded 
that those who have said ‘yes’ to Christ have died with him. “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation” (2 Corinthians 5v17). We have been raised with Christ from the waters of death. No shallow 
puddle.  And as we begin a new chapter of ministry here in this diocese, I want us to go back, to 
return, to reflect once more on our baptism so that we can journey forward together with a 
renewed sense of confidence and purpose.  And those of you here today who would not wish to 
identify yourself as a follower of Christ, I hope you might dare to be curious. Possibly, if you will 
forgive the pun, to dip your toe in and see where it might take you. 

So let’s go back and think a little on the waters of our baptism: What does it mean for our lives 
now amidst all the ups and downs? What might it look like in this diocese if we dared to truly grasp 
hold of the truth that we have been drowned in the deep waters of baptism and have been raised 
with Christ from the waters of death? 

A couple of years ago Guy and I decided to take up canoeing and at the end of our first canoeing 
class we did indeed have to capsize. 

I can promise you that the Thames in Tower Hamlets is not a place I would choose to do this. It 
was a dark evening in March and the water was extremely murky and very cold. No shallow 
puddle. I couldn’t get out quick enough. And as the little group staggered up the path from the 
dockside we left puddles of water and footprints all the way which glistened in the city lights of 
the dark evening. 

A 21st-century theologian called Michael Jinkins says of Christian baptism: “we are soaked to the skin 
in the death of Christ. Our union with Christ drips from us…. We trail wet footprints of this drenching 
wherever we go; we never dry off.”  

One of my great hopes and prayers is that as the Anglican Church in this diocese we will be people 
of all ages and backgrounds who amidst both the struggle and joy of our lives, renew and increase 
our confidence to trail the waters of our baptism across every part of this diocese… and beyond; 
and that those baptismal footprints will be transforming. 

Our Gospel reading today comes just after Jesus has called his first disciples - fishermen who 
would have known all about leaving wet footprints! Very soon after Jesus has called them he 
teaches them with those strange, profound words that we heard read: Blessed are the poor in 
spirit… Blessed are those who mourn… Blessed are the meek... (Matthew ch.5 v.1-16) 

Extraordinary words that should unsettle us and challenge us. 

Jesus says to his followers: ‘You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world’ (Matt.5v.13-14). This 
is echoed by Paul when he talks about Christ’s followers being ‘ambassadors for Christ... since God is 
making his appeal through us’. (2 Cor 5v.20) 



Amidst our joys and struggles how are the people and places of our daily lives encountering the 
light of Jesus love and hope in word and action -where we live, or work, or shop, or spend leisure 
time? How does who we are as followers of Christ impact on the hopes and needs of those around 
us... and even in the way we engage with complex wider world issues such as those people 
drowning at sea? 

Let me read some more words, which should also be unsettling and challenging. This time words 
from the diocesan vision statement:  

The Diocese of Gloucester seeks under God to be a resilient, dynamic and transforming gospel 
presence in and around Gloucestershire. 

Surely, this is all about being salt and light; letting our light shine before others;  being those 
‘ambassadors for Christ’. 
As I draw to a close, I have a challenge for us which is about how we might encourage one another 
to better see and understand ourselves as those who have been called to join in with God’s work of 
reconciling the world through Christ, in all that we are and do. And in that, I have a specific 
challenge about the way we introduce ourselves to one another. The challenge is this: 

If you are someone who identifies yourself as a baptised Christian, before you tell me the place 
where you worship or a church role you might have, can you share with me something of where 
you spend your week - where you are called to be that transforming gospel presence Monday to 
Saturday, as well as Sunday. 

Perhaps you are a carer, a teacher, a young person at school, a grandparent, an engineer, a 
volunteer… I don’t know - but I’d love to get a glimpse of all the different places where different 
individuals are trailing their wet baptismal footprints as disciples of Christ, and I want to urge us 
to be constantly encouraging one another to understand that being church is what we are sent out 
to do: 

Today’s service culminates in a ‘Sending Out for Mission and Ministry’ - saying Yes to the work of 
the Holy Spirit in us as we seek to share Christ’s hope and love and be that transforming gospel 
presence. 

The ‘Sending Out’ will include being sprinkled with water from the font, just as I was when I 
entered. And we will have the opportunity to recommit ourselves together to living out our 
baptismal calling as we are sent out to be ambassadors for Christ, living those radical beatitudes. 

In the power of the Holy Spirit may we grow in confidence to leave our unique wet footprints of 
our baptism wherever we go - Not to try and hide them or wipe them clean. 

And of course we will fail and fall, but unlike Edward Ist may we dare to get up again and again, 
and continue the journey… For the love of Christ urges us on (2 Cor 5v.14). 
Let me finish with the words I said at the font when I first entered the cathedral this afternoon: 

I am Rachel, a pilgrim and servant of Jesus: 
I have come as one seeking the grace of God 
 so that, journeying together as the fellowship of the baptised and the body of Christ, 
we may proclaim the love of God 
and that God may be worshipped, trusted and adored by all. Amen. 









 
  
 

 

 

 

 

A message for Bible Sunday, 25 October from the Archdeacon of Gloucester, 
the Ven Jackie Searle 

‘I rejoice at your word, like one who finds great treasure’ Ps 199:162 

One rainy day, a few years back, I spent a happy half an hour in the Sir John Ritblat 
Treasures gallery of the British Library. ‘Treasures’ is the right word. Along with 
scribbled lyrics by John Lennon and hand-written script from Charlotte Bronte and 
Shakespeare, was a 4th century fragment of the gospel of St John. I stood in awe and 
looked for a long time at the neat Greek script on ancient, torn parchment. I 
thought of the original writer, the careful copying, the safe keeping and guarding of 
such treasure over centuries. 

It is so easy for us to take the Bible for granted, opening it up as we can these days on our tablets or 
screens. Bible Sunday is a reminder to rejoice at God’s word, like one who finds great treasure.  

We remember with gratitude the authors, the copiers, the guardians, the translators, the printers, the 
publishers, many of whom risked or gave their lives that we might access this treasure in our own 
homes, in our own language, every day. Let us value this treasure and, like them, make sure we pass it 
on. 

Pinterest board 

The Diocese of Gloucester has now joined Pinterest, the virtual online scrapbook.  The aim is that we 
can collect useful websites, resources and information which our followers can see at a glance.  We 
have a board where you can view all the Anglican Church websites in the Diocese, a board of quotes 
and inspiration and a seasonal resources board where you can find free printables, tools and resources 
and helpful hints about using social media to help your church in its mission.  Visit Pinterest and search 
glosdioc to find our page and don’t forget to follow us for the latest updates. 

Shopping to help the homeless 

The Church Housing Trust will be getting £1 every time people purchase from online clothing and  
fashion boutique Style Loyal.com The Church Housing Trust helps those without homes to rebuild 
their lives. To start shopping for a good cause, visit www.styleloyal.com  

Pray for the Rugby World Cup 

Is your church holding an event to celebrate the Rugby World Cup? Diocesan Sports Ambassador the 
Revd John Longuet-Higgins would like to encourage prayer across the diocese for all the events that 
are happening. A prayer calendar is on the diocesan website www.gloucester.anglican.org/church-
outreach/rugby-world-cup Send your events to kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk 
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Faith in the world:  Councillor Paul McLain, Cabinet member for children and 
young people and commissioning at Gloucestershire County Council.  

Have you or someone in your church ever considered becoming a foster carer? 
Gloucestershire County Council is in need of foster carers for children of all ages but 
especially older children, teenagers and children with additional needs.  

All children are different, and to meet their needs, the county council is looking for a 
wide variety of people from many different backgrounds. For some fosterers, faith is a 
motivating factor.  What all foster carers have in common is a desire to care for young 
people to help them achieve their full potential. Foster carers need to be patient,  
tolerant and resilient and having a good sense of humour is very useful. 

Foster carers with the county council receive substantial support including a dedicated fostering social 
worker, monthly home visits, ongoing training and monthly support groups. In addition foster carers 
receive a weekly maintenance and skills allowance that can amount to more than £300 a week if you 
foster a teenager.  Fostering families with a church background may also benefit from having a  
supportive church community around them who are willing to listen, help and understand. 

If you are over 21, have a spare room (or rooms for siblings) and feel that you are being called to  
foster, contact the county council’s fostering team on 01242 532654, find a drop-in event or fill in an 
enquiry form at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fostering  

 

Have your say at www.facebook.com/Diocese.of.Gloucester  or email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk . Follow us on Twitter at @glosdioc, or see our website: 
www.gloucester.anglican.org  or blog https://glosdioc.wordpress.com  

Events and training 
The Times and Sunday Times  
Cheltenham Literature Festival, Bishop 
Rachel, Lucy Winket and Joanna Jepson 

Wednesday 7 October, 2pm to 3pm 
A conversation about the role of women in the 
Church and the future of the Church of England. 
To book visit www.cheltenhamfestivals.com 

 
A concert with the Beacon Gospel Choir 
and Out of the Ashes Music Group 

Saturday 7 October, 7.30pm 

Venue: St Bartholomew’s Church, Lower Cam 
Tickets £10 including light refreshments,  
available from Marilyn King on 01453 545772.  
Proceeds to St Bartholomew’s Church. 

 
Desiring God, led by the Revd Dr Anne 
Phillips 

Sunday 10 October, 10am to 3pm, St Nicolas’  

Church, Cheltenham  
A day of reflection and prayer with talks.  Cost 
£12. To reserve a place contact the Revd Pauline 
Green on 01454 311936 or pgreen@clara.co.uk 
See more at www.snfglos.org.uk 

 

NHS thanksgiving service 
Wednesday 21 October, 5.30pm, Gloucester 
Cathedral 
If you would like to show your gratitude to the 
NHS staff who have cared for a loved one, 
please come along to this special thanksgiving 
service. 

 

Exploring Christian Vocations 
Saturday 31 October, 10am to 4pm, 4 College 
Green, Gloucester. 
Exploration day, led by the Revd Pauline  
Godfrey.  Contact nkent@glosdioc.org.uk for 
more information or to attend. 













 
EDITH CAVELL 

Edith Cavell was a British nurse 
in charge of a hospital in 
Belgium during the First World 
War. She saved the lives of 
soldiers from both sides and 
helped Allied soldiers escape 
from German-occupied Belgium 
during the First World War, for 
which she was arrested.  

Her strong Christian beliefs led 
her to help all those who needed 
it: she said, "I can’t stop while 
there are lives to be saved." 

Despite international pleas for 
mercy, she was shot by a 
German firing squad. The night 
before her execution, she told 
the Revd. Gahan, the Anglican 
chaplain who gave her Holy 
Communion: "Patriotism is not 
enough. I must have no hatred 
or bitterness towards anyone." 

In the Anglican Church, 12th 
October is her commemoration 
day. This year Nurse Cavell is 
featured on 
a special 
£5 coin to 
mark the 
centenary 
of the war. 

PROPER POORLY 
In the Middle Ages certain saints 
were associated with particular 
ailments, and became known as 
patron saints for people suffering 
from those illnesses. Can you 
guess who you might have 
asked to pray for you...  

If you had toothache? 

Dentista Apollonia Peter 

If you had a migraine? 

Aspren Aspirin Anthony 

If you had a sore throat? 

Blaise Flannel Godelina 

If you had sore knees? 

Neale Gangulphus Sebaldus 

Worst of all, if you got the 
plague  

Agricola Adrian Quirinius 
 
Answers at the bottom of the page. 

 

Doctor, Doctor I feel like I’m 
biscuits! 
You mean the square ones? 
Yes! 
The ones you put 
butter on? 
Yes! 
Oh, you're 
crackers! 

 

Answers: 1. Apollonia  2.Aspren 
(honestly!)  3. Both Blaise and Godelina  

4. Gangulphus  5.all of them   




