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St John's @ St Margaret Mary, Coleford
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All Saints, Newland

9:30 am most Sundays
Parish Eucharist 20 March 10:30 am

All Saints, Staunton

9:30 am most Sundays

Good Shepherd, Broadwell

11:00 am most Sundays

St Peter’s, Clearwell

11:00 am most Sundays

St Saviour’s, Redbrook

16:00 all age worship 20 March 2016
(Third Sunday of the month)

Times may vary, please refer to the pew sheet or the Mid-Wyedean website
‘www.mid-wyedeanchurches.co.uk’ for further details

The vicar writes…
For this month’s letter, I share with you something recently shared with me: a parable or
thought experiment from the Hungarian writer Útmutató a Léleknek.
In a mother’s womb were two babies. One asked the other: “Do you
believe in life after delivery?”
The other replied, “Why, of course. There has to be something after
delivery. Maybe we are here to prepare ourselves for what we will be
later.”
“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no life after delivery.What kind of life
would that be?”
The second said, “I don’t know, but there will be more light than here.
Maybe we will walk with our legs and eat from our mouths. Maybe we will
have other senses that we can’t understand now.”
The first replied, “That is absurd.Walking is impossible. And eating with our
mouths? Ridiculous! The umbilical cord supplies nutrition and everything
we need.
But the umbilical cord is so short. Life after delivery is to be logically
excluded.”
The second insisted,
“Well I think there is something and maybe it’s
different than it is here. Maybe we won’t need this
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard,
physical cord anymore.”
and no mind has imagined
The first replied, “Nonsense. And moreover if there is
what God has prepared
life, then why has no one has ever come back from
for those who love him.”
there? Delivery is the end of life, and in the after1 Corinthians 2:9
delivery there is nothing but darkness and silence and
oblivion. It takes us nowhere.”
“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, “but certainly we
will meet Mother and she will take care of us.”
The first replied “Mother? You actually believe in Mother? That’s
laughable. If Mother exists then where is She now?”
The second said, “She is all around us.We are surrounded by her.
Faith is the confidence that
We are of Her. It is in Her that we live.Without Her this world
what we hope for will
would not and could not exist.”
actually happen; it gives us
Said the first: “Well I don’t see Her, so it is only logical that She
assurance about things we
doesn’t exist.”
cannot see.
To which the second replied, “Sometimes, when you’re in silence
Hebrews 11:1-3
and you focus and you really listen, you can perceive Her
presence, and you can hear Her loving voice, calling down from
above.”

Whilst this clearly is not scientific proof, and not intended to be, as a parable it reminds us
that there can be realities beyond that which we can easily see. This Lent, may we deepen
our relationship with Jesus, and grow in our confidence and faith that what we hope for but
do not see is indeed a reality.

Coleford churches
(the News Sheet of Coleford Churches)
COMING EVENTS
If you have any exciting events planned and would like them mentioned on these pages please contact
me either by phone or e-mail. Information below.
March
Tuesday 1
Big Brew 2016 - Fairtrade Fortnight (29th Feb to 13th March)
Tuesday 1
St David's Day
Tuesday 1
CAMEO meet at Good Shepherd from 2.30 pm.
Tuesday 1
Lent 2016 - Christchurch Church, 7.00 - 9.00 pm, worship, learning, discussion, reflection and
coffee, all welcome (no charge donations appreciated). Joseph: Speaker - Revd Rob Saunders
Baptist Minister, Coleford.
Wednesday 2
Walk for Health Initiative, 10.15 - 10.30 am start from Library Foyer, approx 1 hour, more details
contact Chris Howell 836813..
Wednesday 2
NO Active Balance Class at Coalway Methodist Church (Weekly omitting the first in the month).
Wednesday 2
Great Oaks Dean Forest Hospice, first Wed of every month join us for Coffee, Cake and Chat,
10.00 am - 12.00 pm, Come and support your local Hospice. Tel 01594 811910.
Thursday 3
Craft Club at Good Shepherd 1.30-3.30 pm.
Friday 4
Women's World Day of Prayer Service, 2.00 pm at Coleford Baptist Church, service prepared
by women of Cuba but service open to women, men and children.
Monday 7
Singing for the Brain, 1st & 3rd Monday of every month 11.00 am until 12.30 pm at Main Place,
Coleford. Run by Alzheimer's Society for people with any form of Dementia and their carers.
Tuesday 8
Lent 2016 - Christchurch Church, 7.00 - 9.00 pm, worship, learning, discussion, reflection and
coffee, all welcome (no charge donations appreciated). Ruth: Speaker - Bishop Rachel Treweek,
Bishop of Gloucester.
Wednesday 9
Walk for Health Initiative, 10.15 - 10.30 am start from Library Foyer, approx 1 hour, more details
contact Chris Howell 836813.
Wednesday 9
Active Balance Class at Coalway Methodist Church (Weekly omitting the first in the month), 10.30
am - 12.00.
Thursday 10
Craft Club at Good Shepherd 1.30-3.30 pm.
Thursday 10
Good Shepherd, PCC meeting 7.15 pm.
Friday 11
Women's World Day of Prayer Committee meet at the home of Barbara Swinyard at 2.00 pm.
Saturday 12
Traidcraft Big Brew at home of Rachel Whittington, Acorn Cottage, Edenwall, Coalway. 10.30 am 4.00 pm, coffees, teas, cakes, Fairtrade stall, buy or order Real Easter Eggs. Money goes to
Traidcraft Exchange. Everyone encouraged to come and support Rachel who works all year round to
support Traidcraft charity.
Saturday 12
Great Oaks Gala Dinner, Westbury Parish Hall, £12.50 per person, 2 course meal and
entertainment, tel 01594 811910.
Tuesday 15
CAMEO meet at Good Shepherd from 2.30 pm.
Tuesday 15
Lent 2016 - Christchurch Church, 7.00 - 9.00 pm, worship, learning, discussion, reflection and
coffee, all welcome (no charge donations appreciated). Hannah: Speaker - The Venerable Jackie
Searle Archdeacon of Gloucester.
Wednesday 16
Walk for Health Initiative, 10.15 - 10.30 am start from Library Foyer, approx 1 hour, more details
contact Chris Howell 836813.
Wednesday 16
Active Balance Class at Coalway Methodist Church (Weekly omitting the first in the month), 10.30
am - 12.00.
Thursday 17
St Patrick's Day.
Thursday 17
Craft Club at Good Shepherd 1.30-3.30 pm.
Thursday 17
"Hot Potato" Night at White Horse, Staunton, 7.30 pm (3rd Thursday) discussion group, everyone
welcome.
Friday 18
The Elms, Staunton, 2.00 pm, Palm Sunday/Easter Service with the Residents. All welcome
(enquiries to Sally on tel. 833943)
Saturday 19
"Coffee and Chat" mornings are back at St Margaret Mary Hall, 10.00 am to 12.00, all welcome,
not a fund raiser just an opportunity for the Anglican and Catholic congregations to meet and have
a chat, but open to anyone who wants to come.
Saturday 19
Christchurch Church, coffee morning 10am-12noon, Fairtrade coffee & tea, homemade cakes,
everyone welcome.

Sunday 20
Sunday 20
Monday 21

Monday 21
Tuesday 22

Wednesday 23
Wednesday 23
Thursday 24
Thursday 24
Friday 25
Saturday 26
Sunday 27
Sunday 27
Monday 28
Monday 28
Wednesday 30
Wednesday 30

Palm Sunday - United Parish Service at All Saints, Newland, 10.30 am.
Deadline for items for the April Forest Fire Magazine.
Coleford Baptist Church, Coffee Break, 10.30-12 noon, need a lift then contact Maureen
Etherington on 836303. (Meet on 3rd Monday of month.) Free tea/coffee and biscuits & warm
welcome.
Singing for the Brain, 1st & 3rd Monday of every month 11.00 am until 12.30 pm at Main Place,
Coleford. Run by Alzheimer's Society for people with any form of Dementia and their carers.
Lent 2016 - Christchurch Church, 7.00 - 9.00 pm, worship, learning, discussion, reflection and
coffee, all welcome (no charge donations appreciated). David: Speaker - Revd Chris Maclay Area
Dean of Forest South.
Walk for Health Initiative, 10.15 - 10.30 am start from Library Foyer, approx 1 hour, more details
contact Chris Howell 836813.
Active Balance Class at Coalway Methodist Church (Weekly omitting the first in the month), 10.30
am - 12.00.
Good Shepherd Craft Club - NB no meeting this week.
MAUNDY THURSDAY, Christchurch Church, 7.00 - 9.00 pm, Last supper and footwashing.
Good Friday, 11.00 am Clock Tower, Coleford, short ecumenical Service, do come and join us.
Coalway Methodist Church charity coffee morning from 10.30 am.
Easter Sunday - British Summer Time Begins.
The Buckstone, Staunton, 7.30 am (please note clocks go forward) Celebrate Easter followed by
refreshments in Staunton Village Hall.
Easter Monday - Coleford Carnival of Transport. Refreshments at Baptist Church, Newland Street,
available all day, please come and join us.
Good Shepherd - Hot Cross Buns and Coffee 10.00-12noon, all welcome. Church open all day to view
Easter Flowers.
Walk for Health Initiative, 10.15 - 10.30 am start from Library Foyer, approx 1 hour, more details
contact Chris Howell 836813..
Active Balance Class at Coalway Methodist Church (Weekly omitting the first in the month), 10.30
am - 12.00.

DIARY DATES IN APRIL
Saturday 2nd April - Friends of Christchurch invite you to a concert with Chepstow Male Voice
Choir, 7pm, Christchurch GL16 7NE. With poems from “The Pam Ayres of the Forest”.
Tickets, including buffet supper, £10 from Maggie 837834 or email friendsofccfod@gmail.com
Saturday 16th April - 10.30 am - 3.00 pm - All inclusive? Supporting people with additional needs.
This event at St Andrew's Church, Churchdown, has a focus on children and families. More details to
follow.
Saturday 23rd April - Birmingham Community Gospel Choir were coming to Newland Church. Sadly
this event has had to be postponed until a later date. Instead you could visit St Mary's Church,
Lydney, for an "Evening with Stuart Townend", tickets in advance £12, tickets on door £14.50, 7.30 pm
- 9.30 pm, doors open 6.30 pm.
Saturday 30th April - Coleford Baptist Church, 10.00 am - 4.00 pm - Discovering theFuture Navigating the New Mission Landscape. A day of worship, prayer, conversation and listening to the
Spirit.
Wednesday 4th May - Star (the force awakens) Wars Day in Coleford. Event run in conjunction
with Puzzlewood to mark international Star Wars day. Puzzlewood will be opening up the film location
to visitors on this day. They have arranged with Merlin Cinemas for the film to be shown at around
5.00 pm. The Town Council will fund a local artist to work with children from Coleford St John's and
Coalway Junior Schools to create Star Wars themed costumes and objects for a parade and prize
giving 4.00 pm in town centre. There will also be prizes for traders - best window display and most
creative offering. Hopefully there will things such as Star Wars cup cakes, Jedi ale etc, get creative,
be supportive.

Cafe And
Broadwell

Church

At

Salvation

Army

-

Sunday Monday Tuesday -

17.00 – Family Service
11.00 Knit and natter
10.00 – Cafe open.
16.30 - Cookery
Friday 10.00 - Cafe
Look on website to see full details of what is on
offer and phone numbers to contact salvationarmy-fod.org.uk
WOMEN'S
SERVICE

WORLD

DAY

OF

PRAYER

FRIDAY 4TH MARCH 2016 TO BE HELD AT
COLEFORD BAPTIST CHURCH
EVERYONE WELCOME
The service is prepared by women from Cuba
and translated into 60 languages, services are
held all over the world, beginning as the sun
rises over the island of Samoa and continues
for 35 hours. It is written by women but is
applicable and accessible to all, men, women and
children, come and join us at the Baptist
Church for the service and refreshments
afterwards.
Family History Help Desk at Coleford Library
On the first Friday of the month between
10.00 am and 1.00 pm, Chris Howell will be at
Coleford Library

Little Angels - Parent and Toddler Group
Mount of Olives Church.
Tuesdays 10.30 am - 12.30 pm, in term time.
Play Mornings at Christchurch (GL16 7NE)
Every Thursday in term time 9:30-11:30, doors
open from 9am.
For children 0-5 years with parent/carer.
Suggested donation £1 per child.
Large, carpeted space with under floor heating
and soft play equipment. Plenty of room for
little ones to let off steam.
Tea/coffee available for adults, drinks and
snacks for the children. Come for the whole
session, or drop in for coffee and play.
St Margaret Mary's Church Hall - High
Nash - Busy Bees Parent/Carer Toddler Group
Every Tuesday the group meet in the Church
Hall, 9.30 - 11.45 am.
For children 0 - 5 years - parents/carers stay
and chat while the children play.
Coleford Baptist Church - Tiggywinkles
Parent and toddler group meet Friday mornings
from 10.00 am to 12.00 pm during term time.
Only £1 per family. For further info contact
Margaret Woodward on 832025 or Sally
Thomas on 833943. It is a chance for mums,
dads, grandparents or carers to meet in the
large hall, play and craft activities and offer
drinks for the adults, fruit and milk for the
children.

COLEFORD MUSIC FESTIVAL
SATURDAY 16TH AND SUNDAY 17TH JULY 2016
Coleford Music Festival is set to return to the town centre on 16th & 17th July this year, having been
awarded a conditional license that covers the next 10 years. The event will once again run in
partnership with the Coleford Town Council. It is hoped this event will draw visitors into the town and
benefit the businesses in the town. The programming of the Saturday afternoon period will be
sympathetic to the fact businesses are trading and will involve schools and community groups, and
largely acoustic music to attract a family crowd to the town. In order for the event to take place in
excess of £45,000 will have to be raised, half of this has already been raised. The main contact for
this event is Coleford Deputy Mayor - Nick Penny 07801 650977 or through Town Council Office.

THE DEADLINE DATE WILL BE ON THE 20th MARCH
TO ALL READERS/CHURCHES - PLEASE PASS ON ANY DATES OF SPECIAL SERVICES OR EVENTS
THAT YOU WANT PUBLISHED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO ROBERT RIVERS, HIS E.MAIL
ADDRESS IS DETAILED BELOW.
This news sheet is produced by Robert Rivers – Tel No 836593 – rivers_robert@hotmail.com
Produced by St John’s Church, Coleford, on behalf of the Coleford Covenanting Churches.
Printed by kind permission of SPP Pumps Ltd.

MITCHELDEAN YOUNG POETS’ COMPETITION 2016
As before there will be four age groups: 5-8; 9-11; 12-16 &17-18 with
book-token prizes of £20, £10 & £5 for the first, second and third in
each group. Poems will be judged by an independent panel of Forest
poets and authors. The preferred maximum length is up to 20 lines
and the closing date for applications 28th May 2016 .
Entry forms can be obtained from the library itself and selected
other local libraries, or from the library website (Mitcheldean
Library/ gl17hub.org).The winners will be announced at the end of
June with prize-winners being invited to read their poems and receive
their prizes at the poetry recital to be held at Mitcheldean Library on Saturday 16th July as part
of the ‘Mitcheldean Fete & Folk Festival’.
The bonus mentioned above is that the organisers of the prestigious Junior Forest Bard
competition were so impressed with last year’s competition that they have suggested an on-going
collaboration and the Mitcheldean committee has been delighted to agree. This means that a
selection of entries on Forest themes
will be forwarded for entry to the Junior Bard competition – thereby doubling the poets’ chances
of winning and guaranteeing substantial media coverage.
For further details contact John Livesey: 07974201434; or e-mail: website@gl17hub.org
Competition in 2015 (including prize-winners from Mitcheldean, Lea and HopeBrook Primary
Schools among others), plans for this summer’s competition have now been announced – with a
special added bonus (see below for details).

MID WYE-DEAN CHURCHES - FUND RAISING COMMITTEE
The fund raising committee have planned a series of events over the next few months to raise
much needed parish funds. There will be a variety of events spread across the parish.
Starting at Easter there will be a series of quiz questions available to buy in all the churches,
these will cost £1 each. Please take some and sell to family, friends, colleagues etc.
Easter Monday is open house at the Good Shepherd from 10am with hot cross buns. All welcome.
Quiz night at Clearwell Memorial Hall on Friday 8th April. Doors open at 7pm with the quiz
starting at 7.30pm. Teams of six. Tickets will be £5 with a Ploughmans supper plus beer or wine.
Saturday 14th May from 10am Plant sale at the Good Shepherd. Please can everyone bring along
surplus plants.
More information will be on the web site and pew sheets nearer the time. (Jane MacBean)

Miscellaneous observations on daily life








A bank is a place that will lend you money if you can prove that you don't need it.
A healthy adult consumes each year one-and-one-half times his own weight in other people's
patience.
Based on my calculations, I can retire five years after I die.
Coffee: starter fluid for the morning impaired.
Hospitality: making your guests feel like they're at home, even if you wish they were.
How come, no matter what colour bubble bath you use, the bubbles are always white?
I recently decided to sell my vacuum cleaner - all it was doing was gathering dust.

Bookings
If you would like to find out about or arrange a wedding or a Christening (they
are free) in one of the churches, then you can contact either Revd Sarah Bick
on 01594 835476 or Revd Alan Wearmouth on 01594 832660

Baptisms
14/02/2016

Harley Robert Jon WESTON

We pray for those baptised and their parents that they might come
to know the love of Christ

Wedding
12/02/2016

Barnaby Alexander Charles RUDGE
and Victoria Frances METCALFE

We pray for this couple that their love may come to mirror the love of Christ.

Funerals
01/02/2016

Kenneth Stanley John PARRY

01/02/2016

David John GRIFFITHS

22/02/2016

Stella Kathleen DAVIS

26/02/2016

Janet Patricia COBBOLD

We pray that they may rest in the love of Christ and those who mourn may
find comfort in the love of Christ.

Looking for the Resurrection
An older couple were driving down the motorway when the wife got a frantic call from their daughter.
‘Mum, watch out! Some lunatic is driving a car the wrong way down your motorway!’ The wife warns her
husband, who is driving. He replies tensely: ‘One lunatic? There are hundreds of them!’ What we see
is determined by our perspective on life.
In the Nicene Creed we say ‘We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come.’ In the gospel accounts of the Resurrection there is a lot of looking and seeing. Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James and Salome went early to the tomb. They saw the stone rolled aside and
inside the tomb a young man dressed in white said to them: ‘Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for
Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid
him…He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him’ (Mark 16: 6,7).
Like the women we would probably have been left ‘trembling and bewildered’ by what we saw that
morning. Had the body been taken? Was the young man an angel or deceiver? Was Jesus raised to life
again, or was this an elaborate hoax?
Easter gives us a choice. We can approach life looking for disappointment, fear and despair. Or we look
for Resurrection and find not just an empty tomb, but encounter the living Christ. He continues to
meet people in their daily lives bringing new hope, forgiveness of sin, healing and wholeness and the
assurance of his presence through the darkest of times.
God invites us to see our lives differently and look for Christ’s Resurrection life at work in our lives
and the people around us.

Every Penny Counts
Some of you have a collecting box for The Children’s Society in your home; you pop in your loose
change throughout the year and it is then collected in, counted up, and goes some way in
supporting The Children’s Society’s work with children living in poverty and teenagers at risk.
In Gloucestershire, we are directly working with young carers, children who have parents misusing
drugs and alcohol and we have also worked with schools and communities across the county to
identify children’s sense of well-being.
Let me tell you more about our work with young carers. There are 178,000 young carers across
the country, but this is just the tip of the iceberg, as we suspect the number is actually much
higher than this. These children are caring for parents, siblings and other family members, they
grow up too quickly, missing out on school and friendships with peers. We support young carers by
making sure they can have breaks from their responsibilities and by giving young carers a
platform to share their experiences and raise awareness about the issues they face. We also
organise a Young Carers Festival annually providing young people with the opportunity to have fun,
relax, socialise and forget their responsibilities for a weekend.
As well as working directly with some children in the county, we are able to change the lives of
thousands with our campaigning and lobbying work. Due to our Fair & Square campaign for children
in poverty to be able to access free schools means, 160,000 more children (across England), living
in poverty, now receive at least one nutritious meal on every school day.
Currently, we are particularly concerned about the lack of protection for 16 and 17 year olds fall
between the cracks of childhood and adulthood. We see too often that the most vulnerable older
teenagers are being let down by the law and not getting basic protections to keep them safe,
healthy and happy. We estimate that half a million 16 and 17 year olds face particular risk of
harm because they are already dealing with multiple issues such as poverty, poor health or a lack
of supportive relationships. This is an awkward age and so we are campaigning for better
protection for them with our Seriously Awkward campaign.
The average house box contains about £15, but between all of the boxes in England, we raise over
£2 million every year towards our work from your loose change. The collecting box in your home is
crucial in supporting the work we do with children living in poverty and teenagers at risk. Thank
you so much for your support, and if you don’t have a house box, but would like one, please contact
April Gordon on 01594 837503.

‘Colouring-in’ books
Did you enjoy colouring-in books when you were a child? Do you like them now? If so, you are not
alone - as of a few months ago, the top 20% of Amazon’s best-sellers were colouring books for
adults!
Now Christian publishers have joined in on the latest craze. One Christian publishing house
(Willow House Books) has released a Scripture colouring book with designs and texts, while
another (Redemptorist Publications) even offer a Pope Francis colouring book.

Old Stories - Today's Problems
Old Testament characters who struggled just like us!

Every Tuesday evening
through Lent
at

Christchurch
Forest of Dean.
7.00pm—9.00pm
Worshipping, learning, discussing,
reflecting and coffee.
ALL WELCOME!
No charge but donations appreciated.
Time Table
7.00pm

Coffee and welcome

7.15pm

Short time of contemporary worship

7.30pm

30 minute talk on the weeks topic

8.00pm

30 minutes discussion groups…

8.30pm

A chance to feedback and question the speaker

8.45pm

Night prayer from various traditions

9.00pm

Depart.

Remaining Weekly Topics
1st March JOSPEH:

From ‘Pain’ to Saviour Revd Rob Saunders

8th March RUTH:

Lost it all So what next? Bishop Rachel Treweek

15th March HANNAH:

Who listens when we cry out? Archdeacon Jackie Searle

22nd March DAVID:

How do we deal with our big mistakes? Revd Chris Maclay, Area Dean

24rd March MAUNDY THURSDAY:

LAST SUPPER AND FOOTWASHING

Resurrection Prayer
Loving Father,
Thank you for Jesus; for his life and death, but most of all for His resurrection, which makes all
things new and possible.
Thank you for the reality that He defeated death by his work on the Cross and offers life forever
with Him to all who believe in Him and receive Him into their lives as Lord and Saviour. Thank you for
that incomprehensible but very real resurrection peace that we can know even in our darkest times by
the presence of your Holy Spirit in us.
In joy and thankfulness we praise and honour you this Easter-time.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
By Daphne Kitching

March 2016
Easter message from the Dean of Gloucester,
the Very Revd Stephen Lake
Recently when on retreat I came across a tiny chapel in a
remote northern valley. It is left open at all times and so I went in to
say Morning Prayer. On a typical ‘Church of England’ board for hymn
numbers, there was the sign - ‘Next Service, Easter Day.’ Lent had
not yet begun. This made me reflect; firstly how good it was that I
had found shelter and secondly, how good it was that I could join in
with centuries of prayer in this place.
But also, as I prepared myself for the coming days of Lent, it
reminded me that we are the Easter people everyday and that every Sunday is a celebration of
the resurrection. We live in the light of God’s greatest gift in Jesus, the gift beyond the
boundaries of this life and the gift of unbeatable hope. Needing shelter and a long way from
home, the greatest reassurance had been found in an unexpected place just as Jesus meets us
whenever we need him and wherever we look for him, for he is constantly looking for us.
There are times we all need to see a sign like that - ‘Next Service, Easter Day’ and to celebrate.

Let’s go fly a kite…
This year is the Queen’s 90th birthday and celebrations will be taking place around the country.
Since the Since one of the dates of the Queen’s birthday celebrations is Pentecost weekend,
some churches might like to organise a kite festival, with a gentle link to Christian themes to
wind imagery around the Holy Spirit, or just for fun. Kite making can be a part of the event
though people would be welcome to bring their own kites as well. This is likely to work best
as an all-age event (see below for training).
If kites aren’t right for your situation, how about holding some traditional games, like sack
races, egg and spoon races, three-legged races etc for adults and children. You could think
about partnering with a local school.
We would like to invite someone from your parish to a kite-making workshop on Sunday
13 March at St John the Evangelist Churchdown and Innsworth, 7.30pm to 9pm.
For more ideas for Queen’s birthday celebrations, visit www.onyourdoorstep.org.uk/category/
community-engagement

Fair Shares Community Time Banks
Could you and your church be part of this network that
brings people together within their own community via
lunches, art and craft groups, woodworking, coffee mornings,
gardening groups, social events, walks, outings, day trips and
more? Fair Shares supports relationships between people who
come to the project, talks about the skills and experiences
they bring, manages requests from individuals and other
organisations that have needs and desires and creates
exchanges of time and skills that value everyone equally.
In this way community relationships are strengthened,
activities are better shared and neighbourhoods become
more cohesive and self-supporting. Examples of exchanges are garden clearance, furniture moving,
learning/teaching IT, befriending, growing food for community events, maths mentoring, shopping and
dog walking.

Sarah C said, “I joined Fair Shares to help out with a community fun day. But I didn’t realise just how
much was going on. Now I’m involved with so many different activities and get to meet so many different people. It makes me really happy to be part of such a friendly community”
Fair Shares works across Gloucestershire; in Stroud it does specific work supporting people with
memory problems and dementia and in Gloucester and The Forest of Dean we support young people
to learn practical skills. If you or your church would like to find out more or get involved, contact
01452 415900 or visit www.fairshares.org.uk

Events and training

Kempley and Oxenhall Daffodil Festival

Christianity explored

Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 March

Wednesdays during Lent, 7.30pm

Organised walks, trips on the daff and ride bus,
luscious daffodil lunches and teas and exhibitions
in the local churches. Free parking at both
venues. For more information, visit
www.daffs.org.uk or
www.stanneschurch-oxenhamm.org.uk

Chapter House, Gloucester Cathedral
An opportunity to explore the heart of
Christian belief and practice through scripture
and art. Ideal for anyone wanting to think afresh
about the life and meaning of Jesus or keen to
revisit the ‘basics’ of the Christian faith. Led by
Canon Dr Andrew Braddock.
Bishop Martyn’s farewell service

Come and celebrate Easter with your
local church

Saturday 12 March, 4.30pm

Sunday 27 March, local times of services will vary

Gloucester Cathedral
Come along to worship with Bishop Martyn and
say farewell as he leaves the Diocese of
Gloucester to become Bishop of Leicester. All
are welcome.

Come and celebrate the most important date in
the Church’s calendar with your local community. Details of service times near you are at
www.achurchnearyou.com

Have your say at www.facebook.com/Diocese.of.Gloucester or email Katherine at
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk . Follow us on Twitter at @glosdioc, or see our website:
www.gloucester.anglican.org or blog https://glosdioc.wordpress.com

The power of prayer for healing
Just over six years ago, I was diagnosed with Oesophageal Cancer. This was such a shock as I
thought that it was something like an ulcer. After several tests and minor surgery I was put
on Chemotherapy and was told I would have two years to live. The high dosage that I was
given made me so ill that I asked for surgery despite being warned I would probably not
survive. Knowing that friends in this Parish, in my previous Parish and other Christian friends
around the world were praying for me, I was prepared, if it came to it, to face my God.
My daughter came over from Australia and all my family got together the weekend prior to
the surgery to say their goodbyes.
When I was being wheeled to the theatre I was singing to myself ‘Guide me o my great
Redeemer’ and felt at ease. After 11 hours of surgery to remove the oesophagus, a large area
of stomach and two ribs, I woke up and could see that the prayers were answered. I attended
Great Oaks Hospice for over a year and was seen every two weeks by a Palliative Care
Consultant working with my Surgeon.
Two years ago, I had pneumonia and my Doctor saw on my x-ray that I had a large hernia
behind my heart. This was because a large amount of my intestines had gone up into my chest
cavity preventing my lungs operating. I was seen by a Registrar and an eventual date was
given for surgery in the August, however my breathing became so bad that I saw my surgeon
in June and he said I would not make August so he operated in July having to open my chest
and use his hands to free the intestines which had adhered to the inside of my rib cage. It
took six hours but I survived with the help of prayer.
I thank everyone for their prayers which I am sure is the reason that I am here.
JS Good Shepherd.

Would you like to be a Churchwarden?!
You may have heard that Bea Erskine is stepping down this year as a Parish Churchwarden, so
we are looking for someone to take her place and join me as a Churchwarden! As you read
this there may be a little light going on in your head and you’re thinking ‘I’m the girl/guy*
(delete as appropriate) for the job!’ As you may not be entirely sure what the responsibilities
are here are a few helpful points.
Firstly, the legal bit: in co-operation with the priest in charge Churchwardens are generally
responsible for the day-to-day functioning of the parish. There are also responsibilities in
connection with the Sunday services and for keeping order in the church. Every month we
attend the Standing Committee where services and other Parish concerns are discussed.
In a United Parish like ours every church has an Assistant Warden who has shared
responsibilities for their own church; although I am one of the Parish Churchwardens I am
also Churchwarden for St John’s, although as a Parish Churchwarden you don’t have to be
assigned to a particular church.
Every church has its own Local Church Council and before a PCC meeting I organise a
Warden’s meeting where the Assistant Wardens report back from their LCCs and I then
write a report for the PCC covering all the churches.
So that is a basic outline of the responsibilities, if you would like any more information please
contact either Sarah Bick or myself, and please pray that someone will feel that they can
come and join the team!
Thank you, Penny Rayner

Are We More Invested in Bringing People to Church or Jesus?
Church attendance should be a tool to help people draw closer to Jesus. Not the other way
around.
People have too much invested in getting people to attend church.
Clergy salaries depend on it. Parish share.
The vicar’s reputation depends on it.

Come to Church? Or Come to Jesus?
The way most church systems are structured, many churches have a greater stake in getting
people to come to church than getting them to come to Jesus.
In fact, sometimes it’s detrimental to our bottom-line to have people draw too close to Jesus.
When people are more committed to the church building etc. Than to Jesus, they will





Attend regularly and quietly
Spend all their volunteer hours at the church
Give all their charitable donations to the church
Be happy with the status quo

When people are more committed to Jesus than our churches, they might






Volunteer for some of their ministry outside the church walls
Find other places that are worthy of some of their charitable donations
Leave when God calls them into full-time ministry
Challenge the status quo
Make us feel threatened by reducing the clergy/laity dividing line

But we have to do it anyway.
We have to point people to Jesus more than to the church.

Church Is a Tool, Not a Goal
Overcoming our tendency to emphasize church more than we emphasize Jesus won’t be easy.
And I’m not in a position to point any fingers. And there is a danger that we become as much
a part of the problem as anyone.
But Jesus has a longing. For more. For better. For deeper.
He wants people to live in such a way that they are committed to Jesus, not just a Church
building
Of course, church is valuable. It matters that we participate in a local body of believers
through worship, fellowship, discipleship and ministry. But it doesn’t matter where we do it
We're not commanded to bring people to church. We're commanded to disciple them into a
deeper relationship with Jesus.
Church attendance is not the goal. It's a tool to help us reach the goal.
We need to remind ourselves of that on a regular basis.
We don’t need to find polite church attendees, or waste time entertaining bored believers.
We are called to participate in the gathering, training, and releasing of an army of Jesusworshiping, people --loving, barrier- breaking, world- changers.

We also want the bills paid. But making pastoral decisions that have more to do with holding
on to buildings that cost the earth to support, than making disciples has made much of the
western church anemic.
Where old churches that have lost their congregations to warmer, more comfortable
churches with modern amenities cannot afford to go on. There is no magic pot of money, the
worshippers need to raise the money to heat, insure, repair the church on top of paying the
staff wages and other parish expenses.
The need to do all this impacts on the ability to do all that Jesus asked us to do. Bring people
to Jesus… he did not ask us to worship buildings, he asked us to be disciples.
St John's Church, Coleford, is no exception to that. At least it wasn’t, until the congregation
made the decision to leave the old, cold, amenity less building and moved to warm comfortable
accommodation so we can concentrate on bringing people to Jesus , showing our love for his
people, (not just those who attend the church) and worshipping God as we can do anywhere
,we don’t need a big, building to worship…
Jesus promised that if we serve his kingdom first, “all these things” will be taken care of.

Let’s trust him to do that
and turn the church loose.

Staunton and District Gardening Club
For our February meeting Mr Roger Turner, a well-travelled and extremely knowledgeable
speaker was our guest and his subject “Ornamental grasses and ferns”.
Roger has many slides of a huge variety of these plants, together with the latin and more
common names for all and sorted by plant height order this gave an easy appreciation of
where they might fit into a garden.
A prolific author, his books can be found on Amazon or possibly at your local library. His
titles include: “Capability Brown”; “Better Garden Design”; “Design in the plant collector’s
garden” and “Euphorbias”
Our speaker in March will be Judy Challenor and her subject “Practical Propagating“ – for
further information please contact Derek on 01600 775392 we extend a warm welcome to
visitors.

Wednesday Group
A very friendly and lively group of people met at John and Katharine Smith’s house in
Broadwell, on Wednesday afternoon to explain how they would like to proceed with the group.
After enjoying tea, coffee and biscuits it was decided to meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday
between 2 and 4pm. A booklet would be chosen to focus their understanding of the Bible and
enable those who could not attend each time to know what had been discussed. It was
realised that not everyone could come every time but hoping that more people would like to
come. There would be no obligation to come regularly but all people in the parish would be
very welcome.
If you would like to come please contact Katharine on 834378 or email
katharine@johnandkatharine.co.uk
The next meetings will be on 10th and 24th March between 2 and 4pm.

HOT CROSS BUNS

HOLY WEEK
Holy Week is the
week before Easter
Day; it starts with
Palm Sunday which
is on 20th March this
year. Palm Sunday is
when Jesus rode into Jerusalem
on a donkey.
The Thursday of Holy Week is
called Maundy Thursday which
is named for the words that
Jesus used at his last meal with
the disciples, what we now call
the Last Supper. The Latin
words are ‘Madatum novum da
vobis’ – a new commandment I
give you’. Do you know what
that commandment is? You can
read the whole account in St
John’s Gospel, chapter 13.
Then comes Good Friday - a lot
of people can’t see why a day
that commemorates the trial and
crucifixion of Jesus could be
called ‘good’. It was a black day
but Christians know that without
what happened that Friday there
would be no Easter. Without the
death of our Lord there would
have been no empty tomb on
Easter
Day,
no
glorious
Resurrection.

One of the pleasures of Easter is
eating hot cross buns. Like most
things they cost more now than
they did in this old rhyme
Hot Cross Buns,
Hot Cross Buns,
One a penny, two a penny,
Hot Cross Buns.
If you have no daughters,
Give them to your sons,
One a penny, two a penny,
Hot Cross Buns.
If you have some time to spare,
see how many words you cam
make from the letters in the
words HOT CROSS BUNS.
Words of at least 3 letters, no
plurals, proper names or foreign
words.

What do you get when you
pour boiling water down a
rabbit hole?
A hot cross bunny.
Why couldn't the rabbit fly
home for Easter?
He didn't have the hare fare.
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